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This workshop should complement the work done in Vienna largely on ethnic and other forms of ‘collective’ identities, and take a
look at what we can find out about early medieval individual identities. Can we speak of ‘individual’ identities at all between, say, Augustine and Abaelard? And if so, did individuals after Augustine have
the capacity of self-reflection, and conscious ways of dealing with
themselves in relation to their environment? The best, and perhaps
the only way to access individuals’ ideas about themselves and their
position in the world is through authors and their writings.
The workshop will therefore deal with a number of more or less
prolific writers between the 5th and the 11th century. Contributions
should collect and assess traces of self-identification in their writings as systematically as possible (and, if available, in the writings
of others about them). What did they write about themselves, and
what expressions of self can be found in their texts? What was their
sense of belonging, who was ‘us’ for them, when do they implicitly
or explicitly present themselves as members of a community? Who
are the ‘others’, from collective enemies to envied insiders? Does the
sense of belonging and of distance change over the years? Where are
the tensions in that landscape of loyalties and differences?
Many writers of the period were in fact ‘difficult’ individuals who
had trouble to belong, who felt excluded or superior, lived through
crises or conflicts of identity, viewed themselves and their problems
with irony or anger, or followed an idiosyncratic agenda in their
writings. It is through these tensions and difficulties that we can
best get an idea what individual and social identities meant. That
identities should not be seen as natural categories into which individuals were born but rather results of constant efforts of identifications, both by the self and others, becomes apparent where these
identifications were difficult, failed or created problems of loyalty.
Conflicts of identity and the corresponding textual strategies
therefore can give us glimpses at the construction of ethnic, religious and social groups.
Identity can be seen as a complex interface between the individual and society, with considerable individual space for different
identifications. Some of the texts that early medieval authors have
left behind are traces of their negotiations of identity in specific
contexts, and in some cases the authors seem to have been quite
conscious and self-relective about their ‘ego troubles’. Perhaps the
result of the symposion will be that ‘the individual’ was not quite as
unknown in the early middle ages as many historians believe.

Programm
Montag, 21.05.2007

Dienstag, 22.05.2007

930 - 1030

915 - 1130

Walter Pohl, Introduction

Rob Meens, Atto of Vercelli

Kate Cooper, Through a Hall of Mirrors:
Augustine of Hippo and the Retrospective Self

Conrad Leyser, Liudprand of Cremona

1045 - 1215
Matthew Gillis, Grace may be Divine, but
Election is Performed: Gottschalk of Orbais and
Self-Transformation
Mayke de Jong, Paschasius Radbertus and the
Epitaphium Arsenii
1215 - 1330 Mittagspause
1330 - 1515

}

Thomas Lienhard
Gregor von Tours
Helmut Reimitz
Walter Pohl, Paul the Deacon between Sacci and
Marsuppia
1530 - 1700
David Ganz, Einhardavid
Cristina La Rocca, Angilberga
1715-1845
Régine Le Jan, Between Family Crisis, Ego-Trouble
and Self-Action: Dhuoda's Liber Manualis
Stuart Airlie, Agobard of Lyon

Irene van Renswoude, Confessions of
a Criminal. The Autotestimony of Rather of
Verona (889-974)
1145 - 1315
Ian Wood, Brun of Querfurt
Hans-Werner Goetz, Die Chronik Thietmars
von Merseburg als Ego-Dokument. Ein Bischof
mit gespaltenem Selbstverständnis

