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"Projecting beyond age, sex, and education using microsimulation: A model for Austria" 
 
We present a preliminary version of a microsimulation projection model for Austria which goes beyond 
the usual dimensions of age, sex and education. The model simultaneously projects demographic 
(age, sex), some ethnocultural (immigration status and duration of stay in country for immigrants, 
country of birth), and socioeconomic (education, labor force status, literacy skill level) characteristics 
of the Austrian population. The presentation describes the structure of the model with a focus on the 
education and the literacy skills projection modules.  In particular, we show how factors linked with 
literacy skill level were identified using PIAAC data and how they served as input in the projection 
model. Preliminary results are presented and discussed. The reference scenario is based on some 
inputs from the Wittgenstein Centre for Demography and Global Human Capital to demonstrate that 
the microsimulation can replicate results from the macro model (Lutz, Butz and KC, 2014). The, using 
different what-if scenarios, we go beyond age, sex and education to illustrate some of the 
relationships between ethno-cultural characteristics and socioeconomic composition of the future 
population.. 
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