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Goals

* Examine rapid depopulation processes in Eurasian “defacto states”

 Qut-migration, displacement, passportization
* Alterations in size and ethnic composition

* Prolonged political instability as a cause and effect of depopulation
 Fertility
« Health, Healthcare

* Role and motivations of external actors in micro area depopulation



Eurasia’s defacto states and ‘“‘frozen conftlicts”

Grant 2017
Hostilities between a state and separatists
Effective takeover of territory
Recognized and stable lines of separation
Claims of self-determination
Non-recognition of putative state
Settlement/re-settlement processes

* Duration
* Role of External Actors
* Marked by dynamic population change



De Facto States/Conflict

Capital

Independence Declared Recognized

Local Currency

Abkhazia Sukhumi
South Ossetia (Republic

of) Tskhinvali
Artsakh/Nagorno Stepanakert
Karabagh

Transnistria Tiraspol
LPR Luhansk
DPR Donetsk

1992-3, Constitution adopted 26,
November 1994.

Russia, Venezuela,
Nicaragua, Nauru, and
Syria

1991-1992, Constitution adopted
29 May 1992. Georgia retreats
after 2008 war.

Russia, Venezuela,
Nicaragua, Nauru, and
Syria

Transnistria
South Ossetia,

1991 (after First war), 1994 cease
fire (Russian negotiated) gave

Armenia control. Azerbaijan Abkhazia

regained control of 5 cities, 4

towns, 286 villages and the border

with Iran after the 2020 war

Russian-led negotiations. Conflict

continues.

1990 *

12 May 2014 South Ossetia, Each
another, Russia recognizes

12 May 2014 regional documents

Russian Ruble most
common, local Apsar
minted in Russia

Russian Ruble

Artsakh Dram/Azeri
Manat

Transnistrian ruble,
Moldovan Lei, Russian
Ruble (No ISO code)

Russian ruble most
common



Conflict and Opportunities for Departure

* South Ossetia
14,000 IDPs GE

 Abkhazia

- 273,000 IDPs GE
(UNHCR 1996)

* Transnistria

» 130,000 displaced, 51,000 IDPs MD
(NRC 2004)

* Donbas

. Lg part of 1.5 million IDPs (w Crimea),
800,0

00+ refugees in Russia

* Nagorno Karabagh
* 684,000 IDPs- AZ
« 72,000 IDPs-AM
(UNHCR 1996)

Passportization
2002 RF Law for all “Soviet” citizens

By 2021, over half of Abkhazian and
Transnistrian residents possessed RF
passports

Donbas efforts begin in 2019, as of 2021
500,000 of Donbas residents hold RF
passports




Abkhazia and South Ossetia

T T TT T .~ ) T
40° 410 420 430 “e __ Mozdok 450
Karachayevsk g Ko Prokhk B O —— ~
oy, deyy | S rerek 2 .
o —, - .
W RUSSIAN FEDESRATION :
\ o ARy » o
govh' ETbrus Nal'oh \
2290 e 5642 m al'chik
Gagr Pekhu® “-‘/-\ a \ =
=l ABKHAZIA " Kodon Goge  “_ - / ~—
Pitsunda® ) Gudauta )} SR, N\ o~y S
2 Voo =19 - A
‘ Novyy Afon |\ Omanshara Mpsia % pViadikavkaz
N Sukhumi 4 P b
Gulripsh 2 fk Khaishi \-'-___'\ NORTH
,n/ o, ari ) Lentekhig ", OSSETIA
Ochamchira = \ o) ,}RokiT I/-.___(".\"\ ::—-.\',.\
TGaliy, 77 OTsalenjhikha Kh\()mljlkam p ~ =) g N
19240 5 valb 4 Clamtrom,
F‘nc?\()ng- Qup Ambrolauri o SUU,I‘;I g \A‘:?mlu Ny,
Anakiia A} Tsk‘xhaltuboa oTqlbull ()Ssh' A Miota sPasanaurl
o [ ~“aSena e i - \ >
S E A ¢ CYSamtredia T, L Tskhinva® Akhaigori
Lar‘c'?khun oChokhataur é - Dushey Al\r’mincza
-4 Baghdati', Khashr © . y Qo
~Ozurgeti : o0 A o 3 N
eV 0 T ! . odekh Y -
Kobulon¢ N = Q_Bakhmam ibastmant O'ng::” ’\JM'f"""-‘ta L ™ s “3’!\- |
a3 L7 rian 8 b o Balakan
TAJARA i 0 S unani Thilisio. . Gurjaaniy ( o
Batumi_/ (AJTARIA) \ o Lake Y v
- o - \ = O
: OKeda Khulo ).‘ (‘v’()‘\klmhsxkh@ - M N\ \, Rustav 'l:v*orl\A‘ Zaqatala
ey - ~ 7 3 an\c-‘,ho G\ =
h i . Axhalkalaki /) Bolnisi O, Y N Dedoplis \
[x} National capital \:.\ oKazrc-ti 7 ?( N L) Tsqaro
® Autonomous republic capital “v DN'“O‘S"“_"_C}J'\.M\.,,.F--$..J.!J.7\ {
o Town, villago LA i - S
= 4 Major airport [ |
| === Intermational boundary ( )
—— Autonomous republic boundary 3 .
Main road - ~“gVanadzor / Ny
Secondary road 7l l O
Railroad 2
ARMENIA L 2 o RBATIAN
9 3 ® 7w TURKEY Hrazcang A
) 25 s0mi ' = N
\ =
are a0 49 450 ZodO_L(.u
| kS L 4 1 -— s e AT




Changing size and ethnic composition,
Abkhazia

1989 Abkhazian ASSR, Population by Ethnicity 2011 Abkhazian Census, Population by Ethnicity
N = 525,061 N= 240,705

4}'

m Abkahzian = Armenians = Georgians = Greeks = Russians = Others m Abkahzian = Armenians = Georgians = Greeks = Russians = Others




Changing size and ethnic composition, South
Ossetla

1989 South Ossetian ASSR, Population by Ethnicity, 2015 South Ossetian Census, Population by
N=97,527 Ethnicity
N=53,532
2'20%—\ 2,60%

1,60%

1,10%

|

m Ossetians = Georgians = Russians = Other m Ossetians = Georgians = Russians = Other



Transnistria/Pridnestrovian Moldavian
Republic
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Changing size and ethnic composition,
Transnistria

1989 Transnistrian Population by Ethnicity, 2015 Transnistrian Population by Ethnicity,
N= 601,660 N=475,373

6'30% ‘

= Moldovans = Ukrainians = Russians Others = Moldovans = Ukrainians = Russians Others



Nagorno Karabagh/
Artsakh Republic

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN

ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJAN

Armenia and Azerbaijan

have been locked in a conflict | |

over Azerbaijan's breakaway [_’]
region of Nagorno-Karabakh =
since 1988.
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Nagorno Karabagh/Artsakh Rep.

1989 Nagorno Karabagh* Population by Ethnicity 2015 Artsakh Republic Population by Ethnicitiy
N=390,101 N=145,053

m Armenians = Azerbijanis = Russians = Others = Armenians = Azerbijanis = Russians = Others



* Nagorno Karabagh — mass
weddings (2007), child payments

AZ IDP fertility high, subsidies
and/or compensatory behaviors
(Torrisi 2020)

e Abkhazia outlawed abortion in
January 2016 in attempt to raise

https://medium.com/dfrlab/suspect-separatist-birth-rates-cad807ae2c92 fe rtl I |ty

* Transnistria engaging in pronatalist
propaganda since 2010



Health and Health Care

 Data are scarce

» Conflict deaths a minor part of
population decline

« Civilian and military disabled
« PTSD/ Mental health issues

* Infrastructural challenges abound

 Reports of massive out migration of
health care workers

« COVID challenges, COVAX
exempt

* DPR, LPR, Abkhazia and South
Ossetia receiving limited
SPUTNIK doses



Roles, Motivations, Conclusions

e Qutside actors can assist or provoke depopulation processes
* Depopulation is both a cause of and reaction to low state capacity
* Depopulation alters ethnic compositions, raising possible challenges

* Frozen conflicts generate dynamic population changes, providing
unique insights into small area depopulation



