DEPOPULATION IN MOLDOVA: IS IT POSSIBLE TO STOP OR DIMINISH IT?
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Mortality

Moldova decreased from 3655.6 thousand to
2640,4 thousand (by 27.7%). About one million
citizens have left Moldova permanently or for a
long-term period, so negative net migration
accounted for over 90% of the total population
decline during this period.

Population change in Moldova and its components

Total Population changes, thousand Population changes, %

Years population Total | Natural |Migration| Total [ Natural |Migration
(thousand) decline | decline | decline | decline | decline | decline

1991 4364,1 -
1997 43175 -46,6 89,6 -136,2
1998 3655,6 - - - - - -
2004 | 3383,0 (Census) | -272,6 -255 -247,1 100 94 90,6
2014 | 2869,2 (Census) | -513,8 -26,3 -487,5 100 5,1 94,9
2020 26439 -225,3 -15,1 -210,2 100 6,7 93,3
12%92% 2643,9 - 3655,6| -1011,7 | -66,9 | -944,8 100 6,6 93,4

Excess mortality accelerates the natural decline of
the population. Life expectancy at birth increased
from 67.8 years in 1998 to only 70.9 in 2019. There
Is a big difference in life expectancy between men
and women: age 66.8 and 75.1.

Excess mortality estimation, using the model of
Estonia (which in the early 1990s had a similar
mortality level to Moldova, and by 2019 had made
significant progress in its decline) shows that excess
mortality for men is observed in ages 40-65 and for
women at age of 60 and over. If life expectancy in
Moldova was the same as in Estonia, then the
natural increase would be positive throughout the
entire period.

Migration

International migration has been the primary cause
of population decline in Moldova. There is a high
proportion of youth aged 15-34 involved in
international migration. At the same time, in recent
vears, there has been return migration of the
population aged 50 and over. High migration among
young and working-age populations has a negative
impact on population structure, accelerating
demographic aging.

The main factors of migration are economic
disparities between Moldova and developed
countries, low wages, reduced professional
opportunities, and low social protection.

- Natural decrease and high-level of emigration lead to
an accelerated pace of population decline.

- There is no visible opportunity to improve the
situation. Despite the international organizations'
calls to focus not on the quantity, but on the quality
of the population, this task is difficult to achieve.

-  Emigration, whose flows and directions are difficult
to predict leads to loss of human capital and makes
investments less efficient.

- The regional approach can be a solution in migration
management and foster dialogue across countries on
shared regional priorities.
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