
How much does the mum matter?
Gender Differences in the Mediator Role of Antisocial Behaviours in the Intergenerational 

Transmission of Smoking

No clear association emerges between intergenerational relationships 

and COVID-19 fatality rates from macro-level analyses

BACKGROUND

Intergenerational relationships and COVID-19

Researchers have hinted at intergenerational

relationships (IR) as a possible explanation for cross-

country differences in cases and deaths of COVID-19

during the first wave of the pandemic (e.g., Bayer and

Kuhn 2020).

Intergenerational physical contacts, as all types of

interpersonal physical contacts, constitute a risk in

the COVID-19 pandemic

BUT…

Do IR explain variations in the COVID-19

outcomes across countries and regions?

The goal of this paper was to reconsider the link

between IR and COVID-19 cases/deaths at the

macro level both empirically and theoretically,

especially drawing on the example of Italy.

CONCLUSION

Macro-level analyses are inconclusive: we caution against

over-interpretations of macro-level analyses (e.g. role of

confounding factors!) and claim that we need detailed micro data.

IR are not only a source of virus transmission.

Intergenerational relationships at a distance during the pandemic

have been key to cope with its negative direct and indirect

consequences on mental health (see Arpino et al., The

Gerontologist, 2020) → physical distance ≠ social distance
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DATA AND VARIABLES

COVID-19

Cumulated n. cases, CFR, deaths; both on the total population and on the 
60+ population; around April 27th

Intergenerational Relationships (IR)

The Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE)

➢Estimates at the country and NUTS-2 level

Italian National Statistical Office (ISTAT) survey on family and social 

subjects (FFS)

➢Estimates at the NUTS-2 level

IR measures: co-residence, geographic proximity, contact frequency and 

provision of grandchild care

COVID-19 cases and IRs indicators by Italian regions; population 60+

COVID-19 cases and IRs indicators by country; population 60+ 
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