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FERTILITY ACROSS TIME AND SPACE: DATA AND RESEARCH ADVANCES
Today about a half of the world population lives in countries with fertility around
or below two births per woman. Post-transitional fertility rates have often been
unstable, undergoing unexpected downturns, upswings and reversals. To account
for these developments new theories, methods, and measures have been proposed.
These advances have been stimulated by an emergence of new datasets that allow
in-depth comparisons of period and cohort fertility and their components between
countries and subnational regions. In particular, the Human Fertility Database
(HFD) and the Human Fertility Collection (HFC) have established themselves as
the leading resources in aggregate-level research on fertility. This conference aims
to build on the expanding data availability and contribute to methodological and
empirical advances in fertility research.
ABOUT THE HFD PROJECT:
The Human Fertility Data Project is a joint project of the Max Planck Institute for
Demographic Research (MPIDR) and the Vienna Institute of Demography (VID),
aiming to provide free and user-friendly access to a variety of fertility data. The
Project consists of two companion databases, based at the MPIDR in Rostock,
Germany: the Human Fertility Database (www.humanfertility.org) and the Human
Fertility Collection (www.fertilitydata.org). The 1st HFD symposium was held in
Rostock in 2011 and the 2nd HFD symposium took place in 2016 in Berlin.
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