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The m ain purpose of this research is to ad d ress intergenerational relations betw een
the eld erly and their child ren in transitional Iran w hich w ill be presented in tw o
parts. The first part relies on a form al d em ographic point of view in w hich it w ill be
d ocum ented that how m ortality d ecline has been increasing the size of population
aged 60 years old and over, how ever the parad oxical effect of ind ivid ual ageing has
probably had a key role in slow er increasing proportion of aged population. H ere w e
use the national censuses taken from 1966 to 2011. Follow ing a rapid d ecline in
fertility, population grow th in total has d ecreased from m ore than 3 percent d uring
1966-89 to less than 1.7 percent d uring 1986-2011. This rate has increased of 2.2
percent to 4.3 percent for population aged 60+. This is a sim ple but very clear
ind icator of the effect of ind ivid u al ageing. Using a cluster sam pling strategy, 527
fam ily household s w ith 2474 m em bers from Tehran, the inter -generational
relationship betw een the eld erly parents, their child ren, and other m em bers in their
social netw orks w ill be ad d ressed in the second p art of this research. Answ ers to the
question, w hat support exists for the eld erly w hen need ed , are often sim plified as
"their child ren", yet, there are related issues w hich need d eeper inquiry such as the
extent and scope of child ren's support and w hether it is possible to com pensate this
support. In the context of the second phase of the d em ographic transition period , the
size and the sex com position of fam ily netw orks am ong the exam ined (present
generations of) eld erly are found to be large for both sexes. Despite the high num ber
of child ren w ho have m igrated , there are still a significant num ber of them rem aining
child ren w ho are accessible by their parents, and the fam ily support netw ork is still
d om inated by filial support. Som e of aid s that parents, especially m others, receive
from their child ren is not replaceable by other sources of support. In ad d ition, there is
a sex-specific tend ency to m eet som e im portant need s, such as nursing and long term
car, and m ost of the eld erly parents rely on their d aughter in these cond itions.
H ow ever, because of sim ilar group structures, the extend ed fam ily and non -fam ily
support netw orks rem ain relevant in provid ing significant em otional and financial
support to the eld erly. This cond ition w ill be inevitably changed in post-transitional
Iran. For next generations w hich w ill be certainly m uch bigger in size (m ore than 25
m illion people), below level of fertility not only w ill be red ucing the num ber of
child ren, but also it tend s to red uce the probability of being both son and d aughter in
the eld erly’s fam ily. This is a new challenge for policy-m aking w hich need s to be
ad d ressed and m ust be also seen from m acro approaches.
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