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N um erous stud ies have found that the cross-country relationship betw een period
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) and Fem ale Labour Force Participation rate (FLFP) in rich
OECD countries reversed from negative to positive in the 1980s. We revisit this
relationship, using recent d ata until 2012 and covering a w id er set of countries than
m ost of the previous stud ies, incorporating also m any countries from Central and
Eastern Europe. In ad dition, w e refine the analyses by consid ering a m ore suitable
ind icator of fem ale labour force participation of w om en in prim e child bearing ages
(focusing on ages 25-39 or 25-44 rather than 15-64) and consid ering the TFR – FLFP
correlation w ithin broad , m ore hom ogenous geographical regions (both at the
country level as w ell as for sm aller N UTS2 regions). We also ad d ress possible tem po
d istortions in period fertility m easures by reconstru cting and analysing the series of
cohort fertility and fem ale labour force participation. Using the refined period
m easures w e confirm that the correlation betw een TFR and FLFP reversed from
negative to positive in the m id -1980s but w e also show that after peaking in the m id 1990s it und erw ent a continuous d ecline and even becam e slightly negative by 2012.
This “d isappearance” of the positive correlation is explained by a broad convergence
tow ard s relatively high levels of fem ale labour force participation, w hich now stand s
around 80% in m ost countries. H ow ever, w e d o not find any consistent pattern across
tim e and space in the association betw een TFR and FLFP w hen w e d ivid e the
countries into fou r broad regions, regard less of the fact w hether our analytical units
are countries or regions. Finally, turning to a cohort analysis and using the com m only
used set of rich OECD countries, w e w ere able to recreate the reversal in the TFRFLFP association from negative to positive, occurring for the w om en born around
1960. H ow ever, the positive correlation is m u ch w eaker than that reported in period
analyses, suggesting that tem po effects have contribu ted to the reported strength in
the TFR-FLFP association in the past d ecad es.
About the presenter
Anna Matysiak is a researcher at the Vienna Institu te of Dem ography and an
Assistant Professor at the Warsaw School of Econom ics, Institute of Statistics and
Dem ography. She has received her PhD in 2009 at the Warsaw School of Econom ics.
H er research interests cover fam ily d ynam ics and its interrelationships w ith socio econom ic position of ind ivid uals, their quality of life, gend er role attitud es and the
institu tional context of the country. She has m ostly published on the effects on the
interd epend encies betw een w om en’s labour force participation and fam ily
form ation/ d issolu tion, w ork-fam ily conflict, consequences of child bearing on
subjective w ell-being and d iffusion of new fam ily form s (e.g. cohabitation).
© VID

