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Abstract:

Violent mortality causes profound demographic disruption, yet its consequences for children
and families—particularly violence-related parental loss—remain poorly quantified across the
Americas. Using mortality, fertility, and population estimates within an established parental-
loss framework, we estimated paternal and maternal loss due to violence in 27 countries from
2000 to 2023. Over this period, ~17.4 million children lost a father and ~2.2 million lost a mother;
paternal-loss rates were approximately eight times maternal-loss rates. Cumulative losses
were highest in Brazil, with substantial variation across countries. On average, children were
0.5 years younger when they lost a father than when they lost a mother. Our findings reveal a
large, previously undocumented burden of violence-related parental loss and show how
violent adult mortality disproportionately removes fathers, reshaping children’'s parental ties
and family relationships across the Americas.

About the presenter:

José Manuel Aburto is Brass Blacker Associate Professor of Demography at the London School of
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, where he leads the Mortality and Inequalities Research Group. His
research develops demographic methods to study longevity, mortality inequalities, and the effects of
violence and other major crises on population health.
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