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About the presenter: 

K S James is a visiting senior 
research scholar at IIASA. He was 
previously, the Director and 
Senior Professor at the IIPS, 
Mumbai, India. He holds a 
postdoctoral training from 
Harvard University, USA and Ph.D 
from JNU, New Delhi. He works 
extensively on demographic 
changes with focus on 
population and development in 
India. He has published widely on 
demographic transition and 
demographic dividend in India. 

The Wittgenstein Centre is a col- 
laboration among the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences (OeAW), the 
International Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis (IIASA) and the 
University of Vienna. 

Abstract: 

Unlike the experience of many other 
countries, India’s demographic changes 
is unconventional and has its own 
specificities. As a result, the implications 
of demographic transition in India will be 
different. While the implications in terms 
of demographic dividend potential is 
widely discussed, there was limited 
attention on the family change due to 
demographic changes. This descriptive 
paper presents a demographic profiling 
of family change in India using multiple 
data sources. Our findings suggest that 
insignificant but noticeable emerging 
traits of family change in India. However, 
given its unconventional path of 
demographic transition, the changes are 
weaker relative to what was observed in 
developed countries. 

Implications of India’s Demographic Change 
on Families 
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