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Homemaking is an important precursor to chil-
dren. However, housing prices in the United King-
dom have skyrocketed, leading to more young
families foregoing homeownership and staying
in private rent. Expensive housing undercuts the
ability to obtain affordable, adequate, and stable
housing, needed to have (another) child. On the
other hand, homemaking and homeownership
is an investment in the future. Couples prepar-
ing for children may view their housing needs
very differently than those without fertility de-
sires. In this study, I examine the relationship be-
tween household-level housing expenditure and
the likelihood of first, second, and third birth. I find
evidence that families invest in housing to have
children. However, this is mitigated by other fac-
tors like women’s relationship with the labourmar-
ket and overcrowding. The association appears to
be parity specific, with negative relationship ap-
pearing between higher housing expenditure and
second and third birth. Families being priced out
of the local market, unable to find adequate hous-
ing, may delay additional children or ultimately
decrease family size.
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