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Duringmy time at the VID, I explored themeasure-
ment of population health from a methodological
point of viewwith a particular focus on theHealthy
Life Years (HLY) indicator. HLY extends classic pe-
riod life expectancy (LE) by taking into account the
health dimension in survivorship. However, HLY is
less reliable as compared to LE. For instance, HLY
values are showing more �uctuations over time
and countries with high LE levels do not necessar-
ily rank also high in terms of HLY. Accordingly, it is
worthwhile to take a closer look at the HLY indica-
tor. I examined HLY with respect to its underlying
health and mortality components. Additionally,
I tested the impact of population’s educational
composition on HLY. While all factors can play a
role in speci�c situations, the health information
appears as being the most important driver for
the observed HLY estimates.

About the presenter
Markus studied social sciences and
demography at the University of Ro-
stock. After participating in the Eu-
ropean Doctoral School of Demog-
raphy in Rome, he moved to Vi-
enna and joinedMarc Luy’s research
group "Health & Longevity" at the
VID. Within his ERC project on the
estimation sensitivity of the HLY in-
dicator, he wrote his PhD thesis and
successfully �nished it in the begin-
ning of 2021. Since January 2022,
he is living in Wiesbaden to work on
Pavel Grigoriev’s ERC project on re-
gional disparities in cause-speci�c
mortality in Europe hosted at the
Federal Institute for Population Re-
search in Germany.

The Wittgenstein Centre is a col-
laboration among the Austrian
Academy of Sciences (OeAW), the
International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis (IIASA) and the
University of Vienna.
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