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Throughout much of the 2nd half of the 20th
Century, demographic concerns were at the core
of most discourses on global development. It
formed a critical component of the priorities of
multilateral and bilateral agencies as well as private foundations. The focus was centered around
rapid population growth in poorer countries and
support for family planning programs accounted
for at least three-quarters of the total support
for population-related activities. Demographic
tools and methods were applied to understand
the complex relationships between population
change and development outcomes. By the end
of the 20th Century, however, the relevance of
demography to global development had virtually
disappeared. Yet, today, population change ranks
alongside climate crisis and growing inequality
as existential threats to our current civilization. In
this lecture, I offer some thoughts on what happened to demography and why it remains key to
improvements in human wellbeing in both rich
and poor countries.
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