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Together with colleagues at the Human Capital
Data Lab, we extend Skills-in-Literacy Adjusted
Mean Years of Schooling (SLAMYS), a recently
released human capital indicator. Estimates of
SLAMYS between 1970 and 2015 have shown that
being in school does not necessarily mean learning. Moreover, the gap between years of schooling and SLAMYS varies considerably between
countries. Using both international student assessment data and international adult skills data,
we extend SLAMYS until 2050 for 45 countries,
applying projections for the working-age population in 5-year-time-periods from 2015 to 2050.
Our projections indicate a further widening global
gap in learning and in adult skills. We also incorporate the learning loss during the school closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Projections
indicate that COVID-related skill loss may eliminate progress gained in the last 20-30 years. Our
projections call for urgent action to mitigate learning losses due to school closures during the pandemic.
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