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Family policies convey normative assumptions
about what is considered desirable in paid work
and family care. This study conceptualises and
investigates how priming with brief media reportlike information on existing parental leave and
day care policy entitlements and the economic
consequences of their uptake may change personal normative beliefs about parental work-care
arrangements. The data stem from two survey
experiments implemented in the German GESIS
Panel and the German Family Panel (pairfam).
Priming respondents with information on parental
leave and day-care policies as well as the consequences of take-up changes normative beliefs towards stronger egalitarianism regarding couples’
division of labour. However, the priming effects
are strongly dependent on relative earnings constellations in the case of the division of parental
leave. Further, effects vary by respondents’ gender and parenthood status.
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