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We aim to understand how family goals/values
impact family behavior (especially union forma-
tion and fertility). We designed a survey to collect
information on family goals that includes novel
vignettes of family profiles that individuals are
asked to evaluate in terms of their "success" and
desirability. Family profiles vary by marital sta-
tus, children, family investments and interactions,
educational aspirations and intra-household spe-
cialization. We use online panels in Italy, Korea,
Norway, Singapore, Spain, Japan, China and the
US.Many of these countries have someof the low-
est fertility rates in the world, but very different
institutional settings, and family formation pro-
cesses (including nonmarital unions and child-
bearing). A better understanding of family goals
should allowus to theoretically integrate theways
in which mechanisms governing micro-level inti-
mate family contexts scale up to (partially) explain
macro-level trends in family patterns.

About the presenter
Alicia Adserà is a Senior Research
Scholar and Lecturer in Economics
at the Princeton School of Public
and International Affairs and direc-
tor of graduate studies at the Of-
fice of Population Research (Prince-
ton University). Her research inter-
ests are economic demography, de-
velopment and political economy.
She works on the interplay between
economics and fertility as well as
on migration. She holds a PhD in
Economics from Boston University.
Previously, she was a tenured Asso-
ciate Professor (University of Illinois
at Chicago) and Research Affiliate
at the Population Research Center
(University of Chicago).

The Wittgenstein Centre is a col-
laboration among the Austrian
Academy of Sciences (OeAW), the
International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis (IIASA) and the
University of Vienna.
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