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We aim to understand how family goals/values
impact family behavior (especially union formation and fertility). We designed a survey to collect
information on family goals that includes novel
vignettes of family profiles that individuals are
asked to evaluate in terms of their "success" and
desirability. Family profiles vary by marital status, children, family investments and interactions,
educational aspirations and intra-household specialization. We use online panels in Italy, Korea,
Norway, Singapore, Spain, Japan, China and the
US. Many of these countries have some of the lowest fertility rates in the world, but very different
institutional settings, and family formation processes (including nonmarital unions and childbearing). A better understanding of family goals
should allow us to theoretically integrate the ways
in which mechanisms governing micro-level intimate family contexts scale up to (partially) explain
macro-level trends in family patterns.
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