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Landis MacKellar is an economist
and lawyer whose research and
writing have spanned demography,
the economics of the social sec-
tor, and natural resource and envi-
ronmental economics including cli-
mate change. From 2013-2021, he
was editor of Population and Devel-
opment Review. Mr. MacKellar has
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informally, with the International In-
stitute for Applied Systems Analysis
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In this essay, the author submits that the global
sustainable development project as currently
conceived is foundering and that the twin crises
of Covid-19 and the Russo-Ukrainian War have
driven a stake through its heart. The old battle
yells of equality, equity, and No One Left Behind
will be insufficient to revive it. Yet, another global
sustainable development project must emerge.
What can we learn from the currently failing one?
What lessons are we learning, and how can these
inform post-2030 sustainable development?
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