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Background

 Building on register-based research from Nordic countries (e.g. Kolk & 
Andersson 2020, Möllborn & Kolk 2024, Zahl-Olsen & Thuen 2023)

 LGBTQ+ populations differ in relationship types and household 
composition from majority populations (Julian et al. 2026)

 Same-sex registered partnership introduced in 2010, marriage in 2019
 Both parents in female couples are recognized on birth certificates 

when using fertility clinics since 2015, surrogacy is banned in Austria
 Limitations: Analysis does not cover unmarried cohabitation without 

children; no information on sexual and gender identity

Data and method

 Austrian Register Data (AMDC, 2011-2023)
 Three populations, with different-sex couples as comparison:
− Same-sex couples entering marriages and registered partnerships

2015-2023 (STF marriage register)
− Same-sex parents recorded on birth certificates of a child in 2016-

2023 (STF birth register)
− Same-sex partners married or in registered partnership in shared

household in 2022 (AEST-REGZ register)
 Descriptive exploratory analysis

Marriages, registered partnerships, divorces & dissolutions over time

Project Same-sex families in Austria (SAMFA): More information on the 
project, publications and presentations can be found on the project 
webpage. www.oeaw.ac.at/vid/research/research-projects/samfa
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Discussion

 Same-sex couples more often than different-sex couples live in 
urban areas and include two highly educated partners

 Equal incomes are most common among female couples
 Marriage levels stable since 2022; few registered partnerships 

formed since 2019
 Close to threefold increase in childbirth in female couples over the 

7-year observation period 
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Marriages and registered 
partnerships, divorces and 
dissolutions of female and male 
same-sex couples in Austria 2010-
2024. Data source: StatCube, 
Statistics Austria.
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