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Kalmyk English translation 

1 1 

00:00:12,240 --> 00:00:14,280 00:00:12,240 --> 00:00:14,280 

Ner ögɪlγnä́ avjás. Name giving tradition. 

  

2 2 

00:00:14,280 --> 00:00:16,640 00:00:14,280 --> 00:00:16,640 

Kadá radʹítsʹa rʹibʹónək, ímʹa jimú dajút. When a baby is born, people give it a 
name. 

  

3 3 

00:00:16,640 --> 00:00:18,520 00:00:16,640 --> 00:00:18,520 

Vot takój jestʹ abrʹád nʹibalʹšój, da? There is a small ritual, right?  

  

4 4 

00:00:18,640 --> 00:00:20,560 00:00:18,640 --> 00:00:20,560 

Ja próstə jörä́l hačú takój raskazátʹ, I just want to say a jörä́l (a good wish), 

  

5 5 

00:00:20,640 --> 00:00:24,360 00:00:20,640 --> 00:00:24,360 

a do étavə ja nʹimnóžkə atrývək tam 
nʹibalʹšój, vot étə vot. Aγá. 

and before that, I want to explain a little 
about the ritual. 

  

6 6 

00:00:24,360 --> 00:00:27,120 00:00:24,360 --> 00:00:27,120 

Ner ögɪlγnä́ avjás kelǧ ökä́r sedǧänä́v. I want to talk about the tradition of giving 
names. 

  

7 7 

00:00:28,640 --> 00:00:30,680 00:00:28,640 --> 00:00:30,680 

Vóbšʹim, kün bolγýn ekä́s γardýg. Every person is born of a mother. 

  

8 8 

00:00:31,200 --> 00:00:33,120 00:00:31,200 --> 00:00:33,120 

Ekə́ madyndə́ nar üzülä́d, The mother shows us the sun 

  

9 9 

00:00:33,200 --> 00:00:34,800 00:00:33,200 --> 00:00:34,800 

körstä́ γazrár jovuldýk. and teaches us to walk on the Earth’s 
surface. 
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10 10 

00:00:35,120 --> 00:00:37,560 00:00:35,120 --> 00:00:37,560 

Tigä́d, bi jun giǧ kelhä́r sedlä́v. So, that is what I want to say. 

  

11 11 

00:00:37,680 --> 00:00:40,680 00:00:37,680 --> 00:00:40,680 

Küükɪ́d γarhlá, küükttə́ nerə́ --- When children are born, they ---  

  

12 12 

00:00:40,920 --> 00:00:42,280 00:00:40,920 --> 00:00:42,280 

Kün bolγýn evrä́n nertä́. Every person has their own name. 

  

13 13 

00:00:42,520 --> 00:00:44,120 00:00:42,520 --> 00:00:44,120 

Küükɪttə́ ner ökə́ zövtä́. We are supposed to give names to 
children. 

  

14 14 

00:00:44,240 --> 00:00:48,360 00:00:44,240 --> 00:00:48,360 

Tigä́d, maná halʹmýg nerdǘd jir säähɪ́n 
nerdǘd bäänä́(hn). 

There are beautiful Kalmyk names like 

  

15 15 

00:00:48,360 --> 00:00:51,360 00:00:48,360 --> 00:00:51,360 

Sarýŋg, Ülɪmǧɪ́, Migmɪ́r, Davá giγä́d, da? Sarýŋg, Ülɪmǧɪ́, Migmɪ́r, Davá, right?  

  

16 16 

00:00:51,360 --> 00:00:52,800 00:00:51,360 --> 00:00:52,800 

Ügmǘd --- Nerdǘd dalá. Lots of names. 

  

17 17 

00:00:52,920 --> 00:00:56,720 00:00:52,920 --> 00:00:56,720 

Tigä́də, Sivɪrtə́ halimgúd tuugthlá, When the Kalmyks were deported to 
Siberia,  

  

18 18 

00:00:56,840 --> 00:01:00,840 00:00:56,840 --> 00:01:00,840 

térə orsə́, taldán kelɪ́n ulslá igä́d 
semrɪgdä́d, cokygdád. 

they lived in an ethnically mixed society.  

  

19 19 

00:01:00,840 --> 00:01:04,640 00:01:00,840 --> 00:01:04,600 

I Sanǧɪ́nʹ júnə, Janǧɪ́ boláːd --- And the name Sanǧɪ́ became Janǧɪ́ --- 

  

20 20 
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00:01:04,640 --> 00:01:08,640 00:01:04,600 --> 00:01:08,640 

Oj, Sanǧɪ́nʹ Iván bolád, Manǧɪ́nʹ Míša 
ꞵolád. 

No, the name Sanǧɪ́ became Ivan, Manǧɪ́  
became Misha. 

  

21 21 

00:01:08,680 --> 00:01:10,720 00:01:08,680 --> 00:01:10,720 

Tigä́də semrɪgdä́d, cokykdát, So, living in a mixed society,  

  

22 22 

00:01:10,720 --> 00:01:14,000 00:01:10,720 --> 00:01:14,000 

maná halʹmýg kelɪndə́ en orsə́ nerdǘd 
orsýn bolʹǧaná. 

those Russian names entered into the 
Kalmyk language. 

  

23 23 

00:01:14,400 --> 00:01:18,080 00:01:14,400 --> 00:01:18,080 

Tikä́də, nilhə́ küükɪ́d garhlá, avjás tiimə́ 
bäänä́. 

So, when a baby is born, there is this 
tradition. 

  

24 24 

00:01:18,400 --> 00:01:21,040 00:01:18,400 --> 00:01:21,040 

Vot jamarán nerdɪ́d, Look at what kind of names  

  

25 25 

00:01:21,040 --> 00:01:23,320 00:01:21,040 --> 00:01:23,320 

jamarán caglá, jamarán nérə ögdɪ́g 
bolʹǧaná. 

at which time can be given to a child. 

  

26 26 

00:01:23,440 --> 00:01:25,560 00:01:23,440 --> 00:01:25,560 

Sarín ödrín tooγár ner ögdɪ́k. Numbers of the days of the month. 

  

27 27 

00:01:26,000 --> 00:01:30,320 00:01:26,000 --> 00:01:30,320 

Näämɪ́n, Jisɪ́n, Arvýn bolnɪ́, Tavýn bolnɪ́, 
tiimə́ nerdɪ́d. 

Eight, Nine, Ten, or Five. Names such as 
these. 

  

28 28 

00:01:30,680 --> 00:01:36,560 00:01:30,680 --> 00:01:36,560 

Däkä́d, jumná äŋgä́r ögdɪ́k, da? Other names are colours, right?  

  

29 29 

00:01:36,560 --> 00:01:38,440 00:01:36,560 --> 00:01:38,440 

Äŋgə́. Jamarán? Öŋgä́r ögdɪ́g. Which colours? 

  

30 30 

00:01:38,440 --> 00:01:41,040 00:01:38,440 --> 00:01:41,040 
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Jamarán öŋgə́? Ulán, Šarə́, Harə́, Borə́. Which colours? Colours such as Red, 
Yellow, Black, Grey. 

  

31 31 

00:01:41,040 --> 00:01:42,680 00:01:41,040 --> 00:01:42,680 

Tiimə́ nerdǘd ögdɪ́k. These kinds of names. 

  

32 32 

00:01:43,040 --> 00:01:46,040 00:01:43,040 --> 00:01:46,040 

Däkä́də, maná halʹmygtə́ davhýr nerdɪ́d 
bäänä́. 

There are also double names. 

  

33 33 

00:01:46,040 --> 00:01:47,720 00:01:46,040 --> 00:01:47,720 

Sanǧɪ́-Ɣärä́, Manǧɪ́-Ɣärä́ tam, Sanǧɪ́-Ɣärä́, Manǧɪ́-Ɣärä́, 

  

34 34 

00:01:48,000 --> 00:01:50,600 00:01:48,000 --> 00:01:50,600 

Cerɪ́n-Ubúš giγä́d tiimə́ nerdɪ́d čigɪ́n bäänä́. Cerɪ́n-Ubúš. Names such as these. 

  

35 35 

00:01:50,800 --> 00:01:53,880 00:01:50,800 --> 00:01:53,880 

Däkä́də, nilhə́ garhlá, kün orǧ irhlä́, Also, when a baby is born and somebody 
comes into the house, 

  

36 36 

00:01:53,880 --> 00:01:55,880 00:01:53,880 --> 00:01:55,880 

ter küünä́ nerä́r čigɪ́n ögdɪ́k, da? the name of a guest can be given to it as 
well, right? 

  

37 37 

00:01:55,960 --> 00:01:57,840 00:01:55,960 --> 00:01:57,840 

Zalú kün orǧ irhlá, zalú küünä́ nerɪ́n. If a man comes into the house, his name is 
given. 

  

38 38 

00:01:57,840 --> 00:02:00,120 00:01:57,840 --> 00:02:00,120 

Küükɪ́d kün orǧ irhlä́, küükɪ́d küünä́ nerə́. If a woman comes in, her name is given. 

  

39 39 

00:02:00,480 --> 00:02:01,400 00:02:00,480 --> 00:02:01,400 

Türülä́d orǧ irh(lä́n′). The name of the first guest. 

  

40 40 

00:02:01,400 --> 00:02:03,760 00:02:01,400 --> 00:02:03,760 

Aγá, türülä́d ken orǧ irnä́, tiimə́ ner ökə́. Yes, who entered the house first, that 
person’s name is given. 
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41 41 

00:02:03,760 --> 00:02:08,320 00:02:03,760 --> 00:02:08,320 

Däkä́də, halimgúd üksɪ́n küünä́ ner ögɪdgó. Kalmyks do not give the name of a person 
who has died. 

  

42 42 

00:02:08,840 --> 00:02:12,280 00:02:08,840 --> 00:02:12,280 

Taːk, däkä́d berə́ bolhlá, hadymnát. For a bride, there is a taboo language. 

  

43 43 

00:02:13,280 --> 00:02:16,600 00:02:13,280 --> 00:02:16,600 

Eeǧɪ́-aavín ner öklä́, hadymnát ter nerɪ́n 
kelʹdgó. 

She is not allowed to say the names of her 
husband’s parents. 

  

44 44 

00:02:16,760 --> 00:02:20,480 00:02:16,760 --> 00:02:20,480 

Sanǧɪ́ bolhlá, Janǧɪ́ bolhə́. Dorǧɪ́ bolhlá, 
Jorǧɪ́ bolhə́. 

Sanǧɪ́ turns to Janǧɪ́. Dorǧɪ́ turns to Jorǧɪ́. 

  

45 45 

00:02:20,800 --> 00:02:24,480 00:02:20,800 --> 00:02:24,480 

Aγá. Basýng bolhlá, Jasýng bolhə́. Vot 
tiigä́t. 

Basýng will turn to Jasýng. This is how it 
works.  

  

46 46 

00:02:25,120 --> 00:02:26,600 00:02:25,120 --> 00:02:26,600 

Tiimə́ ner(ɪ́n). Aγá A name such as this. Yes. 

  

47 47 

00:02:26,840 --> 00:02:28,960 00:02:26,840 --> 00:02:28,960 

Tiimə́ nerdǘd bol′ǧaná. Aγá. Names such as these. Yes. 

  

48 48 

00:02:28,960 --> 00:02:33,160 00:02:28,960 --> 00:02:33,160 

Tigä́də nilhə́ ürɪ́n garhlá, Also, when a baby is born, 

  

49 49 

00:02:33,680 --> 00:02:35,360 00:02:33,680 --> 00:02:35,360 

gelɪngdə́ čigɪ́n odád ner avdýk. people go to a Buddhist monk to ask for a 
name. 

  

50 50 

00:02:35,880 --> 00:02:38,760 00:02:35,880 --> 00:02:38,760 

Bi jungát tigä́d kelǧänä́v, vot bi tavýn ürə́ 
γarγú. 

I say that because I have five children 
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51 51 

00:02:38,840 --> 00:02:41,560 00:02:38,840 --> 00:02:41,560 

Bi tavýn däkčɪ́ gelɪ́ngd odád, tavýn halʹmýg 
ner avláv. 

and five times I went to the monk to get the 
name for my child. 

  

52 52 

00:02:41,560 --> 00:02:43,480 00:02:41,560 --> 00:02:43,480 

Miní küükɪ́d tavulýn halʹmýg nertä́. All of my five children have Kalmyk names. 

  

53 53 

00:02:43,680 --> 00:02:45,920 00:02:43,680 --> 00:02:45,920 

Miní ačnýr-zeenɪ́r bas cuγarýn halʹmýg 
nertä́. 

My nephews and grandchildren all have 
Kalmyk names too. 

  

54 54 

00:02:46,320 --> 00:02:48,840 00:02:46,320 --> 00:02:48,840 

Näämɪ́n kün, dolánʹ halʹmýg nertä́. There are eight of them, and seven have 
Kalmyk names.  

  

55 55 

00:02:49,120 --> 00:02:51,080 00:02:49,120 --> 00:02:51,080 

Tigä́d gelɪ́ngd odád ner avdýg bääǧɪ́. So, we got their names from a Buddhist 
monk. 

  

56 56 

00:02:51,320 --> 00:02:55,880 00:02:51,320 --> 00:02:55,880 

I tigä́də, nilhə́ küükɪ́d garhlá, jörähə́ kerktä́. When a baby is born we are supposed to 
say good wishes to it. 

  

57 57 

00:02:56,000 --> 00:02:59,800 00:02:56,000 --> 00:02:59,800 

Kögštǘd, medätnɪ́r igä́d cuγlyrá(d), i jörädɪ́g 
bääǧɪ́. 

Elder people would gather together and 
say good wishes.  

  

58 58 

00:02:59,960 --> 00:03:01,960 00:02:59,960 --> 00:03:01,960 

Nu, ülgürɪ́nʹ kelä́d bi odá jöräčknä́(v). As an example, I will try to say some good 
wishes. 

  

59 59 

00:03:02,200 --> 00:03:03,720 00:03:02,200 --> 00:03:03,720 

Čadsarýn odá jöräčknä́. Just what I know. 

  

60 60 

00:03:03,840 --> 00:03:06,640 00:03:03,840 --> 00:03:06,640 

Odá taná ner avčahə́ bičkɪ́n ürɪ́n, Now, let your baby, who is going to receive 
a name, 
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61 61 

00:03:06,640 --> 00:03:08,840 00:03:06,640 --> 00:03:08,800 

ač küükɪ́n bolnɪ́, ze kövǘn --- Be it either granddaughter or a nephew ---  

  

62 62 

00:03:08,840 --> 00:03:11,040 00:03:08,800 --> 00:03:11,040 

Oj. Ač kövǘn bolnɪ́, ze küükɪ́n bolnɪ́, No. Be it either a grandson or a niece, 

  

63 63 

00:03:11,360 --> 00:03:13,080 00:03:11,360 --> 00:03:13,080 

ut nastá, bat kišktä́ bolthá! live a long life and have great happiness! 

  

64 64 

00:03:13,240 --> 00:03:15,040 00:03:13,240 --> 00:03:15,040 

Edɪlhə́ uuhýnʹ onʹdín dörvɪ́n caktə́ During all four seasons of the year  

  

65 65 

00:03:15,040 --> 00:03:16,520 00:03:15,040 --> 00:03:16,520 

elʹvɪ́g-delʹvɪ́g bolthá! let them have a lot of food and drink! 

  

66 66 

00:03:16,800 --> 00:03:19,240 00:03:16,800 --> 00:03:19,240 

Eeǧɪ́-aavín nerə́ duduulhthá! Let them glorify the names of their parents! 

  

67 67 

00:03:19,240 --> 00:03:21,760 00:03:19,240 --> 00:03:21,760 

Ekə́-ecktä́n enkɪ́r ürɪ́n bolthä́! Let them become a beloved child to their 
mother and father! 

  

68 68 

00:03:22,720 --> 00:03:25,080 00:03:22,720 --> 00:03:25,080 

Odakə́, jasýn dotyrkə́ čimgɪ́n metə́, Like the marrow within a bone, 

  

69 69 

00:03:25,200 --> 00:03:27,160 00:03:25,200 --> 00:03:27,160 

jaŋγýg dotyrkə́ idä́n metə́, like the kernel of a nut, 

  

70 70 

00:03:28,000 --> 00:03:29,920 00:03:28,000 --> 00:03:29,920 

öökɪ́n dotyrkə́ böörə́ metə́, like the kidney in fat, 

  

71 71 

00:03:31,000 --> 00:03:33,000 00:03:31,000 --> 00:03:33,000 

öndgɪ́n dotyrkə́ uurýg metə́, like the egg yolk in the egg white,  
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72 72 

00:03:34,360 --> 00:03:37,400 00:03:34,360 --> 00:03:37,400 

odakə́, zandýn modná büčɪ́r metə́, like the sprout of a tree, 

  

73 73 

00:03:39,960 --> 00:03:42,560 00:03:39,960 --> 00:03:42,560 

odák juuná, buγ marlýn güüdɪ́l metə́, like the run of a deer, 

  

74 74 

00:03:43,720 --> 00:03:45,720 00:03:43,720 --> 00:03:45,720 

buγə́ marlýn güüdɪ́l metə́, like the run of a deer, 

  

75 75 

00:03:45,880 --> 00:03:47,920 00:03:45,880 --> 00:03:47,920 

etə́, hurdýn caγán sedkɪltä́, with a quick, pure soul, 

  

76 76 

00:03:48,200 --> 00:03:49,400 00:03:48,200 --> 00:03:49,400 

enkɪ́r ürɪ́n bolthá! let them be the dearest beloved child! 

  

77 77 

00:03:49,400 --> 00:03:50,400 00:03:49,400 --> 00:03:50,400 

Jörä́l šiŋkthä́! Tiikthä́! Let the jörä́l soak in (tea)! So be it! 

  

78 78 

00:03:50,400 --> 00:03:54,360 00:03:50,400 --> 00:03:54,360 

Tiikthä́! Vot étə blagapažylánʹijə 
pasvʹišʹónnajə, 

So be it! This was a good wish dedicated to 

  

79 79 

00:03:54,480 --> 00:03:56,680 00:03:54,480 --> 00:03:56,680 

málʹinʹkamu rʹibʹónku, katóryj radʹílsʹa, da? a little newborn baby, right? 

  

  

  

  

  

 


