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Three Opionions on ethics and the Green
Transition at the request of the EC

I. Solar Radition Modification 
(Dec. 2024)

III. The Value of 
Nature

II. The Green Transition 
as a Just Transition

Expected hand-over 
end 2025

Expected handover 2026



Public acceptance of climate policies: 
Evidence

• Broad concern about climate change, but urgency varies
• Fairness & effectiveness > cost level
• Trust in government crucial for support
• Opposition higher where public transport is poor
• Concerns: misuse, corruption, free-riding
• Framing & communication strongly shape acceptance
• Make visible co-benefits (health, jobs, cleaner air)
• Reduce inequality and involve citizens as partners, not targets



Five dimensions of justice relevant 
for the Just Transition (JT)

Justice-by-design: 
integrating justice 
considerations throughout 
the policy life cycle



Distributional justice – fair allocation of burdens and benefits 
(including non-economic aspects of well-being)

Procedural justice –fair processes by which decisions are made;
inclusion of (diverse)stakeholders who are affected

Recognitional justice –ensuringthat disadvantaged and 
marginalised groups are included and that their unique 
knowledge is recognised

Corrective justice – seeks to correct past and recent harms (e.g. 
impacts of colonial practices) through compensatory measures

Transitional justice –highlight that trade-offs are inevitable; 
must be justifiable and managed

➡ e.g. JT Mechanism: JTFund (2021);  Social Climate Fund 
(2023); Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

➡ e.g. Territorial JT Plans for coal regions: structured 
consultations with local authorities, trade unions, civil 
society organisations, affected workers

➡ acknowledging that women, youth, members of 
Indigenous communities, or migrant workers may 
experience the Green Transition differently

➡ e.g. JT Energy Transition Partnerships (JETPs) with 
South Africa, Indonesia, Vietnam, Senegal

➡ managing consequences of structural changes: social 
protection programmes, education and training, 
communication

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Just Transition Fund (2021)
Supporting the regions most affected by shift away from fossil fuels (€7.5 billion):
Investments in SME
Transformation of carbon-intensive plants
Job search assistance
Retraining for workers

Social Climate Fund (2023)
Supporting vulnerable households, small businesses, and transport users to tackle energy and transport poverty:
Reduction in energy taxes to specific groups
Incentives for switching to renewable energy in building
Incentives to switch from private to public transport, car sharing, cycling







The JT implementation 
gap

1. Fragmented accountability

2. Limited local capacity

3. Weak feedback loops

4. Short planning horizons

5. Evaluation metrics



Problems: 

1. Fragmented 
accountability

2. Limited local capacity
3. Weak feedback loops

4. Short planning horizons
5. Evaluation metrics

Solutions: 

1. Integrate justice indicators into funding frameworks
2. Build administrative capacity at regional and local level
3. Strengthen participatory and mediating institutions

4. Align economic instruments with fairness objectives
5. Invest in skills and social protection
6. Ensure regulatory clarity and accountability (unless 

grounded in firm evidence)

7. Avoid zero-sum framings of policy problems
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