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What do we know about forced migration in Southeast Asia?

This paper looks at causes and consequences of forced/involuntary migration within and across the countries of Southeast Asia. Based on a review of scientific literature and other sources from governmental and non-governmental organizations, this paper aims at providing an inventory of causes for and responses to forced/involuntary migration in the region. The paper is organized in three parts. In a first step, the paper discusses current debates evolving around the challenging concepts of voluntary and involuntary/forced migration. In a second step, the paper illustrates main drivers of forced migration in Southeast Asia using examples of particular cases. In a third step, the paper addresses the question of bilateral as well as multilateral responses to forced migration in Southeast Asia, especially against the backdrop of the fact that only Cambodia and the Philippines among the ten ASEAN member states have signed the Geneva Convention on Refugees (GCR).
