
„The hopeful Arab Spring has since 2011 
produced unexpected outcomes: return 
of Al-Qaeda to the Middle East, civil war 
in Syria, return of dictatorship to Egypt. 
These developments pose challenges to 
regional security and mean that the  
Arab world will remain a cauldron of  
conflict and instability in the near term.  
Addressing these issues will have to take 
place in the context of reduced American 
and European engagement with the  
Middle East, a decline in Turkey‘s  
regional influence, growth of sectarian 
tensions in the region, and heightened 
Arab-Iran rivalry at a time when the  
international community is seeking a  
resolution to Iran‘s nuclear program.  
This talk will discuss the emerging  
strategic dynamic in the Middle East  
and the nature of challenges facing the 
West in managing regional affairs.“
--- Vali Nasr
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Studies, The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University (2007 – 2012);  
Contributing Opinion Writer to New York Times and International New York Times (since 
2013). Books: The Dispensable Nation: American Foreign Policy in Retreat. Doubleday 
Publishers, 2013 (Scribe Publishers in U.K.); Forces of Fortune: The Rise of the New Muslim 
Middle Class and What It Will Mean for Our World. Free Press; editions 1 and 2, 2009  
(Nominated for the Pulitzer Prize).

Heinz Gärtner
University Professor since 2001; since 2013 academic director of the Austrian Institute for 
International Affairs (oiip); since 2011 senior scientist at the Department for Political  
Science, University of Vienna. Studies of Political Science and Communication Theory at 
the University of Salzburg, 1990 Habilitation (Univ.-Doz.) for Political Science at the  
University of Innsbruck; editor of the book series “International Security”; regular visiting 
fellowships at the universities of Stanford, New York, Johns Hopkins, Vancouver, Oxford, 
New Haven, Erlangen and guest lectures at many other American, European and Asian  
universities and research institutions. Heinz Gärtner published widely on European,  
international security, and arms control.

Cengiz Günay
since 2006 Senior Fellow Austrian Institute for International Affairs – (oiip); Field of 
Expertise: Middle East and Turkey. Political Systems, Islamist Movements, Socio-Economic 
and Political Transformation Processes, Democratization, Foreign Policy, EU – MENA  
Relations; since 2008 Lecturer at the University of Vienna; since 2012 Head of the 
Austrian Network of the Anna Lindh Euro−Mediterranean Foundation for the Dialogue bet-
ween Cultures; 2002 − 2006 Austria Correspondent for CNNTurk.

Gudrun Harrer
senior editor and Middle East editor at the Austrian newspaper Der Standard and lecturer 
on modern history and politics of the Middle East at the University of Vienna and the  
Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. After taking a MA in Islamic and Arabic Studies, she  
received her PhD in Political Science for a dissertation on the Iraqi nuclear program and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. Gudrun Harrer is board member of the Austrian  
Institute for International Affairs (oiip) and the Austrian Orient Society Hammer-Purgstall 
(ÖOG). She served as the Special Envoy of the Austrian Presidency of the European Union 
to Iraq in 2006, and as Austria‘s Chargé d‘Affaires (Head of Mission) of the Austrian  
Embassy in Baghdad.

Florian Schwarz
since 2010 Director of the Institute of Iranian Studies, Austrian Academy of Sciences and 
since 2011 Honorary Professor of Iranian Studies at the University of Vienna. Dr. phil. in 
Islamic Studies and M.A. Islamic Studies and Iranian Studies, University of Tübingen,  
Germany. 1999 – 2005 University of Bochum, Assistant Professor (Islamic Studies). 2005-
2009 Assistant Professor, University of Washington, Seattle, Department of History (History 
of the Pre-Modern Middle East and Central Asia).

Eine gemeinsame Veranstaltung des Instituts für Iranistik der Österreichischen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, des  Österreichischen Instituts für Internationale Politik – oiip und der 
Wiener Vorlesungen in Kooperation mit DER STANDARD.
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Planung und Koordination: Univ.-Prof. Dr. Hubert Christian Ehalt

Kulturabteilung der Stadt Wien, Wissenschafts- und Forschungsförderung
Friedrich-Schmidt-Platz 5, 1082 Wien, Telefon: 01 4000, DW 88741, 88744

E-Mail: post@vorlesungen.wien.at, www.vorlesungen.wien.at

www.facebook.com/wiener.vorlesungen
Videos: https://vimeo.com/channels/464934

Der Bürgermeister der Bundeshauptstadt Wien, Dr. Michael Häupl,
und der amtsführende Stadtrat für Kultur und Wissenschaft, Dr. Andreas Mailath-Pokorny,
laden ein zu einer Wiener Vorlesung.

Welcome Address by 

Andreas Mailath-Pokorny
Executive City Councillor for Cultural Affairs and Science

Conversation with

Vali Nasr

The Middle East Challenge 
After the Arab Spring
Discussants

Heinz Gärtner, Cengiz Günay, Gudrun Harrer

Chair

Florian Schwarz

Donnerstag, 30. Jänner 2014, 19 Uhr
Wiener Rathaus, Stadtsenatssitzungssaal
Felderstraße, Feststiege I, 1010 Wien 

U.A.w.g.: E-Mail: iran.office@oeaw.ac.at oder Tel.: (01)51581 6500
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Die nächsten Veranstaltungen:

Dienstag, 11. Februar 2014, 18 Uhr		

42. Wiener Kindervorlesung (für Kinder von 8 – 12 Jahren) 

Wie mache ich Atome kalt?
Vortrag: Jörg Schmiedmayer

Eine Veranstaltung in Kooperation mit dem ZOOM Kindermuseum, www.kindermuseum.at

Mittwoch, 12. Februar 2014, 19 Uhr	

Zu Aktualität und Bedeutung der Logotherapie
Vortrag: Giselher Guttmann

Wiener Rathaus, Festsaal, Felderstraße, Feststiege II, 1010 Wien

Dienstag, 18. Februar 2014, 19 Uhr	

Weisheit in Denken und Leben. Impulse aus den Weltkulturen und 
Forschungen der Gegenwart
Vortrag: Leopold Rosenmayr

Ort: Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Festsaal, Dr. Ignaz Seipel-Platz 2, 1010 Wien

Wiener Vorlesungen neu im Internet: http://vimeo.com/channels/464934/videos

Hubert Christian Ehalt im Gespräch mit…

Marlene Streeruwitz (Wiener Vorlesung vom 16. 12. 2013)

Ware Mensch.

Maximilian Gottschlich, Peter Pulzer, Danielle Spera (Wiener Vorlesung vom 13. 11. 2013)

Metamorphosen des Antisemitismus

Christa Hämmerle, Manfried Rauchensteiner (Wiener Vorlesung vom 12. 12. 2013)

Erlösung durch den Krieg? – Österreich-Ungarn am Vorabend des  
Ersten Weltkriegs

Bundespräsident Heinz Fischer (Wiener Vorlesung vom 12. 11. 2013)

Österreichische Identität in der Zweiten Republik:  
Entwicklungen, Ereignisse, Perspektiven

Hartmut Rosa, Ina Zwerger (Wiener Vorlesung vom 21. 10. 2013)

Grenzen der Beschleunigung:
Ist Verzögerung denkbar – und wünschenswert?

Weihbischof Helmut Krätzl, Hubert Feichtlbauer, Christine Haiden
(Wiener Vorlesung vom 9. 12. 2013)

50 Jahre nach dem II. Vatikanischen Konzil:
wie aktuell sind die Ergebnisse?
Änderungen vorbehalten

beide:
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