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The 15th century was a time of radical political and cultural
subversions, emblematically represented by the Ottoman conquest
of Constantinople in 1453. This epochal event marked the end of the
Byzantine Empire, a culmination of Ottoman and Islamic endeavors



to acquire the symbolically charged city, and a profound change of
diplomatic relationships for the Latin West and the eastern
Mediterranean. This session examines the way these upheavals
were reflected in and fostered by literary composition in various
forms and languages: verse and prose, orations, letters, and
epigrams, in Greek, Ottoman, and Latin. By taking a transcultural
perspective, this session aims to elucidate how literature functioned
as a driving cultural force in this dynamic age
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