
CV Renate Burri, Dr. phil.      Sept 2022 

Current Positions 
Postdoktorandin, Institut für Mittelalterforschung, Abteilung Byzanzforschung, Österreichische Aka-
demie der Wissenschaften 
Hollandstraße 11–13 
A-1020 Wien 
E-Mail: renate.burri@oeaw.ac.at 
Assoziierte Forscherin, Walter Benjamin Kolleg, Center for Global Studies, Universität Bern 
Muesmattstrasse 45 
CH-3012 Bern 
E-Mail: renate.burri@unibe.ch 
Online-profiles: 
https://oeaw.academia.edu/RenateBurri 

https://www.cgs.unibe.ch/research/externally_funded_projects/in_the_name_of_the_rose/index_eng.html 

Research Interests 
- Ancient Greek and Byzantine Literature, especially Epistolography (fictional and non-fictional), and 
Ancient Sciences/History of Science and Knowledge (with a focus on Ancient Geography) 
- Transmission and Reception of Ancient/Byzantine Greek Literature 
- Codicology, Greek Palaeography, Manuscript Studies, Digital Humanities 
- Constantinople in the 14th/15th centuries 
- the Hesychast Controversy 

Education 
2010 PhD, University of Göttingen (Germany) 
 Subject: Classics / Greek Philology 
 Grade of the defense (Dec 15, 2010): summa cum laude 
 Dissertation: “Die griechischen Handschriften der Geographie des Ptolemaios. Eine Ge-

schichte der Wiederentdeckung” 
 Grade: summa cum laude; Supervisors: Prof. Dr. Heinz-Günther Nesselrath, Prof. Dr. 

Peter Kuhlmann 
2003 Diploma in Codicology and Greek Palaeography, Vatican School (Vatican City) 
 Subject: Codicology / Greek Palaeography 
 Grade: 30 points (of 30 points) 
2000 lic. phil. (MA equivalent), University of Bern (Switzerland) 
 Main Subject: Greek Philology, Grade: 6 points (of 6 points) 
 First Additional Subject: Latin Philology, Grade: 5,5 points (of 6 points) 
 Second Additional Subject: Russian Philology, Grade: 6 points (of 6 points) 
 Master Thesis: “Aristainetos – Untersuchungen zu Autor und Werk” 
 Grade: 5,5 points (of 6 points); Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Heinz-Günther Nesselrath 
 1997 March–June Exchange Term at the Pedagogical University of Khabarovsk 

(Far East of Russia) 
 1995 March–August term abroad at the University of St. Petersburg with a Govern-

mental Scholarship of the Russian Federation 

Appointments 
Postdoctoral Researcher (fixed term), Vienna Euchologia Project (VEP), Österreichische Akademie 

der Wissenschaften in Wien, Abteilung Byzanzforschung (Sept 2022 – Dec 2024) 
Associated Researcher/PI (fixed term), Swiss National Science Foundation Research Project “In the 

Name of the Rose: Searching for Unknown, Lost, and Forgotten Greek Manuscripts and Texts”, 
Center for Global Studies, University of Bern (Feb 2020 – Sept 2021) 

Editor (fixed term), University Library of Tübingen, Digital Humanities Project “OCR-BW” (Dec 2019 – 
Aug 2020) 
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Research Associate (fixed term), Swiss National Science Foundation Research Project on Gregory 
Palamas and Gregory Akindynos, Institute for Historical Theology, University of Bern (July 2015 – 
March 2019) 

Scientific Collaborator/Lecturer (“Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin”) (fixed term), Chair of Ancient 
Church History, Humboldt University of Berlin (June 2011 – March 2014) 

Research Associate (fixed term), Burgerbibliothek Bern (May 2006 – Jan 2007) 
Scientific Collaborator/Lecturer (“Wissenschaftliche Mitarbeiterin”) (fixed term), Department of Clas-

sics, University of Göttingen (Oct 2004 – Sept 2005) 
Research Associate (fixed term), Swiss National Science Foundation Research Project on Ptolemy’s 

Geography, Department of Classics, University of Bern (April 2001 – April 2004) 
Visiting Lecturer for German as a foreign language (fixed term), Ilia Chavchavadze State University for 

Language and Culture, Tbilisi (Georgia) (Oct–Dec 2000) 

Fellowships, Grants, External Funding 
Conference Grant for the Round Table at the 24th International Congress of Byzantine Studies of the 

Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Studies (Schweizerische Akademie der Geistes- und 
Sozialwissenschaften SAGW): 2'570 CHF 

Summer Fellowship in Byzantine Studies, Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Wash-
ington DC (July 5 – August 5, 2022): 1'500 US$ + travel costs + free accommodation + expenses 

Research Grant, Programme “Spark” of the Swiss National Science Foundation (Feb 2020 – Sept 
2021): 111'466 CHF 

Mellon Fellowship for the Toronto-Rome Diploma Programme in Manuscript Studies (for the summers 
2019 and 2023): 6'000 CAD 

Funding of three private foundations in Bern for the International Workshop “Akindynos’ Role in the 
Hesychast Controversy” (2018): 8'500 CHF 

Funding of the Swiss National Science Foundation for the extension of the research project on Grego-
ry Palamas and Gregory Akindynos (2017): 65'042 CHF 

Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, Gerda Henkel Foundation (24 months: Oct 2012 – Jan 2013, Oct 
2013 – Aug 2014, July 2015 – March 2016): 39'264 € 

I Tatti-RCAC Joint Residential Fellowship, Villa I Tatti - The Harvard University Center for Italian Re-
naissance Studies, Florence / Research Center for Anatolian Civilizations, Koç University, Istanbul 
(Sept 2014 – June 2015): 29'300 US$ 

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD), conference grant (2014): 1'057 € 
Admission to Summer School on Greek Paleography + free accommodation, Berlin-Brandenburgische 

Akademie der Wissenschaften (Oct 6–10, 2008) 
PhD Short-Term Fellowship, Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz (KHI) – Max-Planck-Institut, Florence 

(Sept–Oct 2010): 4'000 € 
Short-Term Fellowship for Individual Research and Short-Term Fellowship in the History of Carto-

graphy, Newberry Library, Chicago/IL (May 17 – June 26, 2010): 2'000 US$ 
PhD Fellowship, Graduate School of Humanities, University of Göttingen (Nov 2009 – Jan 

2010): 2'100 € 
PhD Fellowship for Prospective Researchers, Swiss National Science Foundation (March 2007 – Aug 

2009): 70'000 CHF + conference grant of 911 € 
PhD Fellowship, Janggen-Pöhn Foundation (Oct 2005 – Sept 2006): 30'000 CHF 
Residence in the Swiss Institute at Rome (Feb–July 2003) 

Award 
Christian-Gottlob Heyne Prize 2011 of the Graduate School of Humanities Göttingen for the best dis-
sertation in the Humanities in the academic year 2010/2011 (2'500 €) 
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Teaching Experience 
�Courses 
Université de Fribourg (Mediävistisches Institut), Switzerland: 
Expert at the Post Graduate Course “Überlieferungs- und Provenienzgeschichte als Kulturgeschichte. 
Der Zeugniswert mittelalterlicher Handschriften” (Sept 5–7, 2022) 
Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften (Research Project „Die alexandrinische 
und antiochenische Bibelexegese in der Spätantike“), Germany: 
Reading Seminar Greek (ongoing/weekly, chairs: Christian-Friedrich Collatz, Dr. Cordula Bandt): 
presentation and discussion of excerpts of my edition and translation of Gregory Akindynos’ Refutation 
of Gregory Palamas’ Third Letter (Jan–June 2016) 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (Lehrstuhl für Ältere Kirchengeschichte), Germany: 
- Reading Seminar Ancient Greek: Plotinus, Enneads (summer term 2013) 
- Undergraduate Introductory Course Latin (Proseminar): Augustine, De vera religione (winter term 
2012/2013) 
- Reading Seminar Latin: Boethius, Consolatio philosophiae (summer term 2012) 
- Undergraduate Introductory Course Latin (Proseminar): Augustine, De ordine (winter term 
2011/2012) 
- Reading Seminar Latin: Augustine, De ordine (winter term 2011/2012) 
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen (Seminar für Klassische Philologie), Germany: 
- Undergraduate Introductory Course Ancient Greek (Proseminar): Hesiod (summer term 2005) 
- Reading Seminar Latin: Cicero, De oratore (summer term 2005) 
- Reading Seminar Ancient Greek: Marcus Aurelius, τὰ εἰς ἑαυτόν (winter term 2004/2005) 
- Undergraduate Introductory Course Latin (Proseminar): Propertius (winter term 2004/2005) 
Ilia Chavchavadze State University for Language and Culture, Tbilisi (Georgia): 
Various courses of German as a foreign language for undergraduate students of German Studies and 
for postgraduate students of German Studies and of Philosophy (winter term 2000) 

�Seminar Sessions 
Bilkent University (Department of History) / Hacettepe University (Department of History of Art), 
Ankara/Turkey: 
Chair for the Zoom-Seminar “Picturing desasters and Renaissance in Byzantium”, with Proff. Ivana 
Jevtic, Sercan Yandim, Luca Zavagno, within the frame of the Byzantine Seminar Series “Byzantium 
at Ankara” (July 24, 2020) 
Università degli Studi di Milano (Dipartimento di Studi storici, settore Codicologia), Italy: 
Introduction to Codicology / Latin Palaeography, Session “Per un aproccio codicologico e paleografico 
alla storia del manoscritto greco” (May 10, 2018) 
Università degli Studi di Padova (Settore: Filologia classica), Italy: 
Postgraduate Seminar “La Geografia di Tolomeo – aspetti di struttura, problemi di trasmissione” (April 
14, 2016) 
Università degli Studi di Perugia (Settore: Storia greca), Italy: 
Postgraduate Seminar “La Geografia di Tolomeo e la sua tradizione manoscritta” (May 15, 2015) 
Boğaziçi University, Istanbul (Department of History), Turkey: 
Introduction to Byzantine Studies, Session “Manuscript Production and Codicology” (Dec 4, 2014) 

Supervision of Students 
Member of the PhD Assessment Committee for Chiara D’Agostini’s doctoral thesis in Byzantine Stud-

ies “Mapping Empires. Re-appropriations of Ptolemy’s Geography from the 12th to the 15th century” 
(University of Southern Denmark, Odense) (defense: June 24, 2021) 

External opponent at Chiara D’Agostini’s doctoral pre-defense session in Byzantine Studies (Universi-
ty of Southern Denmark, Odense) (Sept 4, 2020) 

Coaching of Anna-Maria Gasser on her doctoral thesis in Classics (Greek philology) “Form and Clarity 
in Euclid’s Elements”, defended at the Humboldt University of Berlin on Nov 7, 2018 

Evaluation of several MA theses in Ancient Ecclesiastical History (Humboldt University of Berlin) 
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Supervision of several BA theses in Classics (University of Göttingen) and in Ancient Ecclesiastical 
History (Humboldt University of Berlin) 

Departmental and Institutional Academic Services 
Member of the Board of the Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Byzantinische Studien (SGBS) (since 

May 2022) 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the Journal Studi di Storia Medievale e di Diplomatica (since 

Oct 2020) 
Peer Reviewer for the journal Revue des Études Byzantines (since Jan 2017) 
Supervision of written exams, assisting/minuting oral exams and job interviews (June 2011 – March 

2014) 
Editing publications of the chair holder (Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Ch. Markschies) (June 2011 – March 

2014) 
Preparatory work for a new edition of Ch. Markschies, Arbeitsbuch Kirchengeschichte (ca. April–Sept 

2013) 
Member, Election Committee, Faculty of Theology, Humboldt University of Berlin (July 2012 – Sept 

2013) 
Participation in the final editing of the corrected reprint of Epiphanius Bd. 1: Ancoratus und Panarion 

haer. 1–33, ed. K. Holl, bearbeitet von Ch.-F. Collatz / M. Bergermann (Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter, 
2014) (2012/13) 

Collaboration on indexes of the first volume of Antike christliche Apokryphen (AcA), and on the edition 
of the Fragments of Origen’s Homilies on the Corinthians (June 2011 – ca. March 2012) 

Copy editing of the volumes to be published in the series SAPERE (= Scripta Antiquitatis Posterioris 
ad Ethicam Religionemque pertinentia) (Oct 2004 – Sept 2005) 

Organisation of Conferences 
Convenor of the Round Table “Bridging Time, Space, and Cultures: Ptolemy’s Geography in Byzan-

tium” at the 24th International Congress of Byzantine Studies (Aug 22–27, 2022, Venice and Pad-
ua) 

International Workshop “Searching for Unknown, Lost, and Forgotten Ancient Texts” (Sept 30/Oct 1, 
2021, Rome, Istituto Svizzero) 

International Workshop “Akindynos’ Role in the Hesychast Controversy” (March 15–16, 2019, Univer-
sity of Bern) 

Conference “Giornata di studio di filologia classica” (co-organizer: Valéry Berlincourt) (March 20, 2003, 
Rome, Istituto Svizzero) 

Further Training 
Toronto-Rome Diploma Programme in Manuscript Studies (part I), Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 
Studies, Toronto (June 3 – July 12, 2019) 
Introductory Course in Digital Humanities, Freie Universität Berlin (Oct 2017 – Feb 2018) 
Writing Training (“Creative Writing Techniques for Scientific Writing”), Graduate School for Humanities, 

University of Göttingen (Nov 6 and 13, 2009) 
Presentation Training (“Presenting for Advanced Researchers”), Graduate School for Humanities, 

University of Göttingen (July 23–24, 2009) 
Summer School on Greek Palaeography, Codicology and Textual Editing, Berlin-Brandenburg Acad-

emy of Sciences, Berlin (Oct 6–10, 2008) 

Languages 
German mother tongue 

English fluent 
French fluent 
Italian fluent 
Russian fluent 

Czech elementary proficiency 
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Georgian elementary proficiency 
Greek (Modern) elementary proficiency 

Greek (Ancient, Byzantine) excellent reading proficiency 
Latin very high reading proficiency 
Church Slavonic elementary proficiency 

Technical Skills 
MS Office (esp. Word, Excel, excellent knowlegde 
Powerpoint), Classical Text Editor, 
Transkribus 

WordPress, XML/TEI, Oxygen basic knowlegde 

Memberships of Learned or Professional Societies 
- Member of the Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Byzantinische Studien (DAFBS) (since 2020) 
- Member of the Fédération internationale des instituts d’études médiévales (FIDEM) (since 2013) 
- Member of the Schweizerische Vereinigung für Altertumswissenschaft (SVAW) (since 2012) 
- Member of the Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Byzantinische Studien (SGBS) (since 2012) 
- Research Associate (affiliation), Center for Global Studies, Department “Antike Kulturen und An-

tikekonstruktionen”, University of Bern (since Feb 2011) 
- Member of the AMA ISR (Associazione Membri e Amici dell’Istituto Svizzero di Roma) (since 2011) 
- Member of the Association des amis de l’IRHT (Institut de recherche et d’histoire des textes) (since 

2009) 
- Member of ProLitteris (Swiss Copyright Society for Literature and Visual Arts) (since 2005) 
- Member of the Göttinger Freunde der antiken Literatur (since 2004) 


