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Artist’s Reconstruction of Early Copper Age Village at Vészt6-Bikeri on the
Great Hungarian Plain by Déri Kékkegyi.

WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY SEMINARS
THE SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF PREHISTORIC VILLAGES

IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE

WILLIAM A. PARKINSON
Field Museum of Natural History & University of Illinois at Chicago

After the establishment of Neolithic farming Villagﬁs in central and southeastern
Europe at the end of the seventh millennium BC, the agricultural communities in
these regions adapted to their changing environments for thousands of years before
eventually establishing hereditary systems of institutionalized inequality in the
Bronze Age. During these millennia, the size and distribution of villages fluctuated on
the landscape, sometimes resulting in large, ‘proto-urban” centers, likely with some
degree of social hierarchy. Drawing on long-term, collaborative, research projects in
the Carpathian Basin and the Aegean, Parkinson discusses the trajectories of change
exhibited in prehistoric villages in these regions.
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https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/64603862730?pwd=oMDcmgsF7fS088r7Scu74Oez8ZjHcO.1

