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The recently identified Rajajil Cultures of Northern Arabia and Jordan’s southern Badia attest to 
long-distance mobile pastoral cultures in the 5th millennium BCE, which left behind megalithic sites 
at hydrologically favourable locations. These hubs, up to 2 square kilometres in size, were used for 
the burial of ancestors, ritual and social exchange, resting and watering the flocks. A deterioration 
in the climate in the 2nd half of the 5th millennium BCE led to a reduction of the grazing land and 
depopulation of the mobile pastoral societies, some of which settled in hydrologically favourable 
locations and practised irrigated horticulture as a reaction to the decline of resources. These proto-
oases of the early 4th millennium BCE were part of the developments towards the shaded oasis 
socioeconomy on the Arabian Peninsula, which made the increasingly arid areas of Arabia sustainably 
and permanently habitable. The social structures and main elements of the sepulchral systems of the 
mobile pastoral cultures were largely adopted by the oasis cultures that remained in exchange.
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Alignment of commemoration rest houses at the megalithic pastoral well and burial site of Qulban Beni 
Murra, Southeast Jordan (c. 4500 BCE). © Eastern Jafr Archaeological Project, Photo: Gebel

PASTORAL MOBILITY AND PROTO-OASIS 
SEDENTISM BETWEEN 4600 AND 3800 BCE

THE RAJAJIL CULTURES 
OF NORTHERN ARABIA 
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