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WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY SEMINARS

NEW RESEARCH ON THE COPPER AND BRONZE AGES
IN SOUTHERN SPAIN

THE SETTLEMENT COMPLEX OF MESA REDONDA IN THE
GUADALQUIVIR VALLEY

MARTIN BARTELHEIM | Dobereiner Chala-Aldana | Marta Diaz-Zorita Bonilla
University of Tiibingen

The lower Guadalquivir valley is one of the historical hotspots of the Mediterranean region. Benefiting
above all from a mild climate, good agricultural conditions, large deposits of raw materials in the
immediate vicinity and a convenient location, it has been one of the economic and political centers
of the Iberian Peninsula for several millennia. The advantages of the region have repeatedly attracted
interest from outside, particularly from the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Romans and Arabs.

Since 2013, interdisciplinary teams from the Universities of Tiibingen and Seville have been researching
the Copper and Bronze Ages (3rd-2nd millennium BC) at various sites in the Seville region. The aim
is to record the genesis of the landscape in connection with the use of resources as the basis for the
functioning of local societies and to characterize the role of this region on the western edge of the
Mediterranean world. The prospections, excavations and scientific investigations carried out for
this purpose have yielded promising results. The focus is on the settlement center of Mesa Redonda
(Villaverde del Rio, Prov. Sevilla), which shows a settlement continuity from the Chalcolithic to the
Middle Ages and provides the first evidence of the connection between settlement and associated
necropolis for the Bronze Age.

Join on Zoom:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/68816819758?pwd=spMvYKRLTfaozqilUq9WxkzxoCVslt.1
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