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Flat bone figurine from Pietrele. © DAI, Eurasia Department, illustrator: C. Georgescu.

WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY SEMINARS

ANTHROPOMORPHIC FIGURINES
IN NEOLITHIC AND COPPER AGE CONTEXTS

INSIGHTS FROM THE PIETRELE SITE, ROMANIA
MICHAEL MULLER | Indipendent Researcher

This talk presents findings from over two decades of excavations at the Neolithic and Copper Age site
of Pietrele in the Lower Danube region of Romania, spanning from the late 6th to late 5th millennium
BC. A total of 638 complete and fragmented anthropomorphic representations were unearthed,
showcasing a diverse range of materials, including burnt clay, bone, hard animal material, and marble,
fashioned into various forms such as freestanding figurines, anthropomorphic vessels, applications,
rattles, and ornaments.

Notably, figurines crafted from hard animal materials like bone, antler, and shell emerged in
Southeastern Europe exclusively during the Copper Age, primarily associated with the KGK VI
cultural groups in the Eastern Balkan peninsula. In contrast, burnt clay was also employed to fashion
zoomorphic figurines within the same geographical and temporal framework, whereas hard animal
materials were reserved exclusively for anthropomorphic representations. While the figurines at
Pietrele exhibited a widespread distribution within general activity zones of the settlement, differences
in their states before deposition and their distribution suggest distinct object biographies for figurines
made of different materials.

This presentation aims to explore not only the distribution and contexts of Neolithic and Copper Age
anthropomorphic figurines at Pietrele but also to elucidate their potential relationship across the two
epochs.

Join on Zoom:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/67700094294?pwd=bqdiGHy WDmXXfCvn9GMabO4mdRRPii.1
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