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LECTURE SERIES »AUSTRIAN STUDIES IN EGYPTIAN ARCHAEOLOGY« (ASEA)
IMPORTED POTTERY AT TELL EDFU FROM THE MIDDLE

KINGDOM THROUGH EARLY NEW KINGDOM
DR. NATASHA D. AYERS | Austrian Archacological Institute
DR. MARY F. OWNBY | University of Arizona

The provincial capital of Edfu in Upper Egypt was connected to the wider Mediterranean
world via indirect trade networks, evidenced in part by the pottery corpus. During almost
20 years of excavations at the site of Tell Edfu, directed by Dr. Nadine Moeller and Dr.
Gregory Marouard, pottery imported from outside of Egypt has been found in a variety of
Middle Kingdom - early New Kingdom contexts. The majority of these imports are transport
amphorae, colloquially called Canaanite jars. These amphorae include numerous pre-
Amarna Period examples, which were not previously well-attested outside of the Delta and
Memphite regions. Petrographic analysis was possible at Tell Edfu for the first time in spring
2024. This brought a new dimension to the study of the Edfu pottery, especially in regard
to the imported wares and the development of Marl D found at the site, which will also
be discussed. This lecture presents some preliminary results of this exciting collaboration
between the traditional ceramic study of the pottery (e.g., on-site fabric classifications and
chronological developments of shapes) and the petrographic study of the pottery.

Join Zoom-Meeting:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/61512896131?pwd=swflrLqVpawTLRz4BkdXdDkP2hOpPL.1
Meeting-ID: 615 1289 6131 | Passcode: swh8qV
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