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Apart from often rather stereotypical hieroglyphic inscriptions, not much written evidence survives from the 
Old Kingdom (c. 2600–2100 BCE). Among the surviving material, hieratic inscriptions from various contexts 
constitute the largest corpus of texts from which actual historical information can be derived. The lecture will give 
an overview of the different sources of the hieratic writing culture of the 4th–6th dynasties, their interpretation, 
and their historical value. Special attention will be paid to hieratic inscriptions painted on the surfaces of building 
stones from various types of private and royal monuments, so-called ‘building dipinti’ (or ‘building graffiti’).  
As will become clear, these texts can contribute greatly to our research into the history of Old Kingdom Egypt.

Join Zoom-Meeting
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/68090613286?pwd=dnFjY2VzWUtQTmtINVFHcjBZRENFUT09
(Meeting-ID: 680 9061 3286, Passcode: he4bMt)

»HOW WISE IS SNEFERU!«
LECTURE SERIES »AUSTRIAN STUDIES IN EGYPTIAN ARCHAEOLOGY« (ASEA)

The Bent Pyramid. The Monuments of Sneferu at Dahshur 1 (1959), Plate 21, A (© Ahmed Fakhry)

WHAT HIERATIC INSCRIPTIONS TELL US ABOUT THE OLD KINGDOM
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16 JANUARY 2024
START: 5.00 PM CET / 6.00 PM EET

ONLINE VIA ZOOM


