
The remarkably long archaeological 
sequence from Franchthi offers a 
rare opportunity to study the 
conception, production and use of 
ornaments from a diachronic, rather 
than synchronic, perspective. In this 
respect, there 
is a striking contrast between the 
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic 
ornament assemblages, 
characterized by an unexpected 
continuity throughout the millennia, 
despite frequent changes in the 
status of the cave and the economic 
basis, and the Neolithic 
assemblages, marked by diversity 
both within and among the 
successive phases. These features 
run contrary to the presumed 
discontinuities in occupation in the 
early periods, and the presumed 
continuity in the Neolithic. This 
leads us to investigate the potential 
factors underlying the homogeneity 
or diversity of the assemblages, and 
to revisit the cultural (pre)historic 
landscape of Greece.  
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Join on Zoom:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/64027297415?pwd=SFZVNjVnYlJGaW1OZ0krUFNUV2tFUT09

LECTURE AS PART OF THE SERIES "WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY SEMINARS" 
CATHERINE PERLÈS | UNIVERSITÉ PARIS NANTERRE

HOW TO ACCOUNT FOR THE UNIFORMITY AND 
DIVERSITY IN ORNAMENT ASSEMBLAGES?
A Discussion around Franchthi (Argolid, Greece)
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