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LECTURE AS PART OF THE LECTURE-SERIES “WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY SEMINARS”
KERSTIN KOWARIK | AUSTRIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE

ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS:
CRISES, NATURAL HAZARDS AND CULINARY
DELIGHTS IN A MINING LANDSCAPE

The Hallstatt-Dachstein region is one of the world’s oldest cultural and industrial landscapes.
Large-scale salt mining in the Hallstatt High Valley dates back at least to the 14 cent. BCE. For
millennia, this remote alpine valley formed the economic and demographic center of a wide region.
This landscape, with its diverse and rich archives, offers ideal foundations for research into the human-
environment relationship.

The integrated examination of sediment archives and archaeological data paints the picture of an
environmental history rich in extreme natural events as well as a careful and strategic management of
the landscape by the human communities inhabiting it. (Communities, who, incidentally, also knew
how to feed themselves finely and individually.)

In light of the new interdisciplinary findings, the question of resilience and vulnerability in the face
of natural hazards and socioeconomic disruption becomes an urgent issue. As it can be demonstrated
that the prehistoric mines were destroyed by natural events much more frequently than previously
assumed. In addition, new research initiatives address early human activity in the high alpine zone of
the karstic Dachstein plateau in direct vicinity of the Hallstatt High Valley.

Join via Zoom:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/61610704811?pwd=T1h5a0FTNytVNOxZbTRvZ0ZNN3B6UT09
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