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Archaeological excavations have put into focus the splendid palaces, imposing citadels and lavishly decorated 
mansions, but what do we know about Mycenaean rural settlements, the farmsteads and the toilers’ homes? 
Visitor groups flow through the exquisite vaults of the tholos tombs of “Atreus” and “Minyas”, but do we spare 
a glance at the pits dug into the earth for interments without gravegoods, just identifiable as Mycenaean when 
cutting a Late Bronze Age stratum and overbuilt by a Mycenaean wall?
And what about the women and children working for the palace – living on rations of grain and figs? What about 
the boys – conscripted to rowing the galleys of the marine? What do we know about their working conditions, their 
means of labor, their deaths... ?
This lecture is about those living in the shadows of Knossós and Chaniá, plowing the plains beneath the hills of 
Tiryns, Mycenae, Midea, toiling in a palatial workshop in Attica.

The lecture will take place on the premises of the Austrian Archaeological Institute at Athens.
For online attendance, please register via zoom:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5wof-mqqTgrH9LvlRkzdsRei-PoHqeOObjK
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

THE MYCENAEAN WORKING POOR
LECTURE SERIES AS PART OF THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ÖAI AT ATHENS 

                                   Mycenaean bronze tools (13th/12th cent. BCE) (© OeAW-OeAI/R. Jung)
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