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At some point, during the second half of the 14th century BC, many of the Apulian walled sites dotting the Ionian 
and Adriatic coastline yield clear evidence of destroy by fire. In the case of Roca Vecchia (Lecce, Italy), the 
investigation of the massive fortification wall unexpectedly allowed to document some extraordinary testimonies 
of the event of war preceding that tragic end. Nowadays the recent excavation of the complete vertical stratigraphy 
in the area of the Monumental Gate offers the opportunity of reading the archaeological sequence of the following 
Recent Bronze Age phases thus trying to shed more light on this story.
About 75km further North, the very recent discovery of a cremation cemetery nearby the long-lasting fortified 
settlement of Torre Guaceto, and in the area of both the Middle Bronze Age walled site of Scogli di Apani and 
the rock-cut chamber tomb of San Vito dei Normanni, offers the rare chance of investigating the way funerary 
practices and material culture changed in the region starting from the late 14th century BC.

Online: https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/99541344188?pwd=NXNyd2JHaHZXcmtCcTM3RGJqY2pRdz09
Meeting-ID: 995 4134 4188    Kenncode: 0fyyrd

Prof. Dr. Barbara Horejs
(Scientific director ÖAI, head of Prehistory & WANA Archaeology)

FROM MIDDLE TO RECENT BRONZE 
AGE IN SOUTH EASTERN ITALY

INVITATION TO THE ONLINE LECTURE

Roca-Vecchia, Main gate (Photo: T Scarano)

RECENT INVESTIGATIONS AT ROCA AND TORRE GUACETO

W
W

W
.O

EA
W

.A
C.

AT

O
EA

I –
  A

U
ST

RI
AN

 A
RC

H
AE

O
LO

G
IC

AL
 IN

ST
IT

U
TE

22 FEBRUARY 2022 
START: 17.30H
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