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The last decade has witnessed revolutionary changes in our understanding of late human evolution. It is clear 
now that 50,000 years agothere were multiple types of humans living on Earth, yet now there is just us, Homo 
sapiens. The question of what happened to Neanderthals, Denisovans, and the several other human groups now 
documented in the archaeological record is still a puzzle, but recent fossil discoveries and the application of new 
cutting-edge science has illuminated the picture considerably. In this lecture T. Higham will talk about the latest 
data, both from the field and the laboratory, and explore some of the major themes explaining the pattern of 
this key period of prehistory. The lecture will focus in particular on the question of the disappearance of the 
Neanderthals and Denisovans, their adaptation, distribution, genetics, and final interaction with humans.

https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/99524040876?pwd=M0Uxak1DUHkzcHIxRGZoZjVuZ1UrZz09
Meeting-ID: 995 2404 0876   Kenncode: 2iW7uK

ACHTUNG: bei persönlicher Teilnahme Anmeldung zur Veranstaltung unter: Dagmar.Melman@oeaw.ac.at
Es gelten die 2,5-G-Regel bzw. die zum Zeitpunkt gültigen COVID-Maßnahmen.

Prof. Dr. Barbara Horejs
(Scientific director ÖAI, head of Prehistory & WANA Archaeology)

How new science and fossil disoveries are 
reshaping our understanding of late  
human evolution

Invitation to the hybride lecture

Denisova Cave, Siberia, the only site in the world where we have evidence for Neanderthals, Denisovans andHomo sapiens presence 
from 250,000 to 40,000 years ago (© T. Higham)
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16 February 2022 
Start: 17.30H

AUSTRIAN ACADEMY 
OF SCIENCES

Hollandstrasse 11–13, 1. Stock


