The most important and recent dis-
coveries by the Austrian mission at
Tell el Dab’a include:

e planned settlement from the
12t Dynasty in the modern villa-
ge of ‘Ezbet Rushdi

e temple precinct of the later
Middle Kingdom and Second In-
termediate Period, overlying the
aforementioned settlement

palace of the Second Intermedi-
ate Period near the modern vil-
lage of Khatan’a

Minoan frescoes from a Palace
of the Thutmosid Period near the
modern village of Ezbet Helmi

Fig 3: Vessel in form of a Hippopotamus, Area R/IIl
(Photo: A. Krause, © OEAI/OEAW)

the main harbour of Avaris

temple precinct and cemete-
ries of the later Middle Kingdom
and Second Intermediate Period
with Egyptian and Near Eastern
features

OVERVIEW OF THE SITE

Tell el-Dab’a, ancient Avaris, located in the
Eastern Delta is ideally suited as a starting
point for military and economical ventures in
the Sinai, the Near East and the Mediterrane-
an. The town is one of the largest cities in the
Near East in the 2" millennium BC, covering
over 260 ha. In the earlier Middle Kingdom
planned settlements were founded there.
From the later Middle Kingdom, Syro-Palestin-
ian immigrants were first settled which is vis-
ible in the mixture of Egyptian and Near East-
ern elements of the material culture. In the
15™ Dynasty Avaris was the capital period of
the Hyksos rulers. In the early New Kingdom a
residence adorned with Minoan frescoes was
built there. In the 19" and 20" dynasties the
former territory of Avaris was part of the new
residence of Piramesse.
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Fig 2: Overview of Area F/Il. Palatial district of the 2" intermediate Period
(Photo: I. Forstner-Miiller, ©OEAI/OEAW)

YEARS OF WORK IN EGYPT

The Austrian Mission at the site of Tell el-
Dab’a works there since 1966.

AUSTRIAN MISSION AT
TELL EL-DAB’A
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ap of Tell el-Dab’a/Avaris {lllustration: A. Hassler, ©OEAI/OEAW )
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Dr. Irene Forstner-Miiller (mission director)

Austrian Archaeological Institute, Austrian Academy of
Sciences employees and cooperation partners
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