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ISA GUEST LECTURE

WHAT EATS YOU. 
MOTIVS AND MODELS OF CULTURAL VIOLENCE

KARIN HARRASSER 
Professor of Cultural Theory at the University of Arts Linz

The lecture develops a ›metabolic‹ idea of cultural violence unfolding from Evangelization 
and Spanish domination in baroque Latin America. Exploring the multilayered processes 
of appropriation, absorption and destructive transformation that occurred between 
Europeans and indigenous people, I will discuss an approach that takes in account both 
transculturalisation‘s relation to power and it‘s openendedness. My starting point will be 
a material-semiotic history of the eucharistic host, obviously a central object of missionary 
endeavors and its anthropopophagic reinterpretations that since then keep on disrupting 
and twisting simplifying narratives of giving and taking, receiving and producing.
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