
DAVID SHANKLAND
ROYAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL INSTITUTE

This lecture presents reflections on a longitudinal study of a Alevi village that I have 
been pursuing for approximately thirty five years. Part of this study has been an attempt 
to trace the way that migration began, and the village opened up to Europe in the latter 
half of the twentieth century. At the same time, I have been interested in the relationship 
between social mobility and culture, something which tracing the way that the villagers 
have fared in Germany and Austria gives ample opportunity to do. The first such study 
was conducted by the late Paul Stirling, and he raised similar questions in a series of papers 
before his death. Here, I suggest that following his pioneering example leads to unexpected 
results that both yield methodological insights and also provoke us to reconsider Weber’s 
Protestant Ethic in new guise.
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Vienna. He is Stadt Wien Fellow at the 
Internationales Forschungszentrum 
Kulturwissenschaften (IFK) 2023-
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POTENTIALITIES AND PATHS OR WEBER 
REVISITED? THOUGHTS ON THE ALEVI 
MIGRATION TO GERMANY AND AUSTRIA
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