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Since the 2002 discovery of Tibetan coffi  n paintings at Xiadatu, Guolimu, Qinghai province, a 
growing number of painted coffi  n panels have been found in the province over recent years. If we 
base our research on the time-space relationship and their cultural aspects, most of them belong to 
two diff erent periods, the pre-Tibetan and the Tibetan period. This paper will focus on the Tibetan 
period painted coffi  ns and the themes represented in them as follows: tent (yurt), amorous scenes, 
and face painting. My research concludes that the tent is not only a resting place for those who are 
att ending funeral ceremonies, but also the place for the corpse and spirit of the deceased person. 
This comes from early beliefs. The amorous scenes are possibly a ritual way of praying for rebirth 
and reincarnation of the deceased. These motifs are also seen in Central Asia and the Silk Roads. 
This could be connected to the place of origin of the leading funeral practitioner. The face painting 
shown on many fi gures in the scenes on the painted coffi  ns, was used specifi cally for mourning 
rituals. It possibly also has a symbolic meaning connected to the concept of ‚life musk‘, which diff ers 
signifi cantly from ordinary makeup.
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SOME REMARKS ON PAINTED COFFIN PANELS FROM THE 
FAR NORTH-EAST OF THE TIBETAN PLATEAU

W
W

W
.O

EA
W

.A
C.

AT

IS
A

 –
 IN

ST
IT

U
TE

 F
O

R 
SO

CI
A

L 
A

N
TH

RO
PO

LO
G

Y

NOVEMBER 9, 2022
START: 5 PM 

(SECOND FLOOR)
HOLLANDSTRASSE 11-13, 1020 VIENNA


