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A month after his return from southern Africa, in January 1910, Rudolf Pöch 
applied as lecturer for anthropology at the University of Vienna. In order for his 
application to be successful, he needed to be habilitated and his medical doctora-
te had to be recognised as equivalent to a philosophical one. The commission was 
enthusiastic: “Seldom has a request for habilitation met the desires of the faculty 
as much as the present one. … Dr Pöch is outstandingly well prepared for tea-
ching the anthropological subject – not only in the museum and at the study desk 
but also through long-time, purposeful research journeys from which he brought 
very rich material.” The bureaucracy was fast-tracked. Pöch started teaching that 
same summer semester.
In her presentation, Dr. Schasiepen shows how Pöch’s expeditions to colonial ter-
ritory were essential tools for the institutionalisation of a social network through 
which he built his reputation as anthropologist. She argues that this network, 
through oppression, exploitation and knowledge production, turned the physical 
remains of colonised people into means of production of capital. The institute for 
anthropology and ethnography at the University of Vienna, of which Pöch beca-
me the first professor, was founded on this violence.

Please login with a web browser:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/97258654997?pwd=V2lwd1NtMjJjWUxBb-
3J5Y3pkcnh6Zz09
 Meeting-ID: 972 5865 4997
Kenncode: zcWrd2
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