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ISA ONLINE GUEST LECTURE 

"WITNESSING THE BEAUTY 
OF FIGHTING TOGETHER"
AFFECTIVE DIMENSIONS OF COLLECTIVE 
ACTION IN TURKEY’S GEZI UPRISINGS 
DERYA ÖZKAYA  
POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCHER 

In this lecture, I will analyze the distinctive features of Turkey’s Gezi uprisings of 2013 elaborating on 
the diverse, yet sometimes contradictory, emotional repertoire of mass mobilization. Building on multi-
sited ethnography in two cities of Turkey and in-depth interviews with participants in the uprisings, I will 
scrutinize the affects and emotions that motivated the protestors to create alternative forms of resistance and 
coexistence, which in turn generated a collective sense of togetherness. I will analyze both the 
transformative potentials of, and the challenges posed by, the affective atmosphere of popular uprisings, 
discussing the fragility and limits of these moments of contention for political transformation. I will argue 
that the affective intensities of collective resistance triggered temporary alliances with distinctive experiences 
of solidarity and opened new possibilities for political contestations. At the same time, they have also led to 
the reaffirmation of the status quo by suspending the contentious issues of the past and suppressing the 
dissonant affects which are indispensable to popular uprisings. Unfolding the multi-layered emotional and 
affective dimensions of collective action, I will offer a critical intervention into common ways of analyzing 
popular uprisings and protest movements that opens new avenues for thinking about the complexities and 
ambivalences of politics and the political.

Please login with a web browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82139410732?pwd=TlhHdXlaNzJVVjNBcEVoQlpMVXlK-
QT09
Meeting-ID: 821 3941 0732
Kenncode: M3keM2
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