
CARLA JONES 
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, BOULDER

We seem to be living in scandalous times. How can an anthropological analysis make sense of the intimate binary 
between exposure and vulnerability? In this presentation, I argue that contemporary Indonesian debates about 
corruption are a potent site through which to analyse the shifting but fused relationship between semiotics and 
political economy. Post-authoritarian Indonesia has seen a public fascination with and anxiety about the illicit 
circulation of wealth, which has taken the form of accusations of illicit use of particular styles. In particular, 
women‘s use, or misuse, of pious, covered, luxury styles, read as vulgar, have become a powerful mode through 
which to circulate more complex critiques of consumption and morality. Building on Muir and Gupta‘s (2016) 
invitation to ask how accusations of corruption typically assume that a properly ordered public sphere is 
masculine, I ask how putting style at the centre of the analytical frame reveals gendered and class biases. These 
biases not only produce material inequalities but constrain the semiotic forms available for political critique. 
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