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The presently so called Middle East was a major cross roads between three 
continents throughout its long history and still bears the same characteristics in  
todays globalized world. Its terrain is either rugged or dry leaving pockets of rich 
small scale plains, narrow coastal plains and oasis.  On these pockets several 
migrations of different origins and cultures mixed with earlier population 
furnishing an Oriental Culture that exists even among communities who sought 
refuge in mountains. Two major cultural elements diversified people: First, the 
coexisting multi religions and sects, and second, linguistic difference represented 
by a majority of Arab speakers in the core land while Turkish and Persian 
occupies the north and east fringes respectively. Both elements - or only one - 
are responsible for creating culture groups. 
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