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Sikkim is a newly integrated State of India (annexed in 1975), where the Indian
programme of "compensatory discrimination” - the local form of affirmative action -
adapted and was adapted to the existing ethnic frontiers and interethnic relations, mainly
between what has now become the minority of ancient leaders, a Buddhist group of
Tibetan culture, and the other groups, which main part is still considered as immigrants
from Nepal. This situation raises questions regarding the political construction of
“ethnicity” - understood here not from the essentialist viewpoint, but mostly from a
constructivist angle - and more generally, the various dimensions of belongingness in this
multi-cultural margin of India, which politicises the ethnic groups. The main theoretical
tools (“ethnicity”, "ethnic conflicts”, centre versus margin versus frontiers conceptual
relations, etc.) will be discussed as highlighted by preliminary ethnographic data.
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