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Current Position 
Senior researcher, Institute for the Cultural and Intellectual History of Asia (IKGA), Austrian Academy of 
Sciences (address: Hollandstraße 11-13, A-1020 Wien; homepage: www.oeaw.ac.at/ikga/).  
Director and principal investigator of the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) financed research project on the 
Tibetan tumulus tradition; website: www.oeaw.ac.at/tibetantumulustradition. 

Research Interest  
History and historical anthropology of Tibet and the Himalayas; anthropology of landscape 

Career History 
1980–1991: PhD in Social Anthropology, University of Vienna. 
1992–1999: Research associate, Commission for Social Anthropology, Austrian Academy of Sciences – in the 

framework of projects financed by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF). 
2000–2006: Research associate, Institute of Indology and Central Asian Studies, University of Leipzig. 
2006 -11: Austrian Science Fund grant (FWF P 18711-G14), “The Great Lineages of Central Tibet” 
2010-15: Austrian Science Fund grant (FWF P 21886-G17), “Ethnicity in Sikkim”  
2013-16: Austrian Science Fund grant (FWF P 25066-G19), “The Burial Mounds of Central Tibet” 
2012: Guest professorship (DFG programme “Mercator”), Humboldt University, Berlin 
2012: Inclusion in the FWF internal list of the “36 Best of Wissenschaft 2012” 
2014/15: Fellow at the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Institute for Advanced Study, Berlin) 
2013-16: Austrian Science Fund grant (FWF P 25066-G19), “The Burial Mounds of Central Tibet” 
2017-21: Austrian Science Fund grant (FWF P 30393-G25), “The Burial Mounds of Central Tibet-Part II” 

Ethnographic Field Work 
1992: Nepal (Dolpo); participation in joint fieldwork carried out in the framework of a research project of the 

Austrian Academy of Sciences.  
1993–2019: Fieldwork campaigns in Central Tibet (TAR, Tibet Autonomous Region, PR China) – carried 

out in the framework of research programs of the Austrian Academy of Sciences (1993–1999, 2006–2019) 
and of the University of Leipzig (2000–2005). 

Editorship 
Since 2009: Co-editor (with A. Gingrich) of ÖAW Arbeitspapiere zur Sozialanthropologie/ AAS Working 
Papers in Social Anthropology, Wien: Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften (online 
journal, at www.oeaw.ac.at/isa/).  

Supervisory activities 
Currently (co-)advisor of five doctoral theses (related to programmes at the University of Vienna and 
Humboldt University Berlin).  

Cooperation partner (in the framework of FWF P 30393-G25) 
Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Archaeological Prospection and Virtual Archaeology (LBI ArchPro), Vienna  
Institute of Indology and Central Asian Studies, University of Leipzig  
Department of Geography and Regional Research (Cartography and Geoinformation), University of Vienna  
Center for Interdisciplinary Research and Documentation of Inner and South Asian Cultural History 

(CIRDIS), University of Vienna  
 


