
#ELFinTIGs symposium 21-22 April 2022 Invited talk 

https://www.oeaw.ac.at/acdh/detail/event/english-as-a-lingua-franca-and-transient-contexts-research-perspectives-for-applied-linguistics  

 

 

 

 
 
Brigitta Busch 
University of Vienna/Stellenbosch University 

Communicative repertoires in transient settings 

The notion of the verbal repertoire, first introduced by Gumperz and Hymes, is today widely 
acknowledged as an approach that allows to capture communicative practices in linguistically 
diverse settings. In recent works preference is rather given to terms such as communicative or 
semiotic repertoire to underline that communicative events involve different modes and sign 
systems (Kusters et al 2017), the display of bodies and affects (Busch 2021), as well as (in a 
posthumanist perspective) objects and spatial arrangements (Pennycook 2017). In my 
presentation I will discuss how in transient multilingual settings where ‘common ground’ is usually 
explored and negotiated on the spot, elements that are understood as iconic or indexical gain in 
importance.  

No matter whether the repertoire is considered to be located with individual speakers or, as other 
scholars prefer, as emerging from particular spatial arrangements, there is an agreement that 
participants bring a ‘personal baggage’ of (bodily and emotionally) lived experience into the 
communicative event. In the second part of my contribution, I will explore the question of how to 
frame this personal baggage that influences whether existing resources can or cannot be deployed 
in a concrete interaction.  
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Bionote 
Brigitta Busch is an applied linguist. She works and teaches at Vienna University and is also affiliated to 
Stellenbosch University (South Africa). In 2012 she was granted a Berta-Karlik research professorship for 
excellent female scientists by the University of Vienna. She has also been working for many years as an 
expert for the Council of Europe’s Confidence-Building Measures Programme and was a member of the 
Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities. Her main 
interests focus on: sociolinguistics, multilingualism, biographic approaches in linguistics 
(http://www.heteroglossia.net).  
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