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CzechCzech RepublicRepublic: : recentrecent profoundprofound declinedecline
in fertility in fertility contrastscontrasts previousprevious stabilitystability
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decrease in fertility rate and increase 
of mean age at childbirth

fertility rates



The generations of women born The generations of women born 
19481948--1955, and up to 1960, whose 1955, and up to 1960, whose 

age of maximum fertility came during age of maximum fertility came during 
the era of innovative and influential the era of innovative and influential 
propro--family measures and improving family measures and improving 
housing conditions, gave birth, on housing conditions, gave birth, on 
average, to more childrenaverage, to more children than the than the 
generations of women born before generations of women born before 

and after them. and after them. 



Family policy measures affected women Family policy measures affected women 
with higher education and living in big citieswith higher education and living in big cities
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ProPro--family measuresfamily measures in the 1970s in the 1970s 
positively influenced fertility rates positively influenced fertility rates 

especially especially in big cities, and in in big cities, and in 
women with higher education.women with higher education.

In the future, these categories of In the future, these categories of 
women women -- more educated and living in more educated and living in 

larger municipalities larger municipalities -- will weight will weight 
more in the Czech population more in the Czech population 

structure.structure.



CZECH GGS 2005: CZECH GGS 2005: ValueValue orientationsorientations and and attitudesattitudes
BothBoth women and men value children

AgreementAgreement scalescale: : stronglystrongly agreeagree, , agreeagree, , neitherneither agreeagree nor nor disegreedisegree, , disagreedisagree, , stronglystrongly disegreedisegree

Factor1 Factor2 Factor3

Q1107_5 A woman has to have children in order to be fulfilled 0,848 -0,121 0,120
Q1107_6 A man has to have children in order to be fulfilled 0,825 -0,016 -0,074
Q1107_7 A child needs a home with both a father and a mother to grow up happily 0,554 -0,054 -0,297
Q1107_9 When children turn about 18–20 years old they should start to live independently 0,125 0,654 -0,244
Q1107_10 Homosexual couples should have the same rights as heterosexual couples do -0,132 0,637 0,049
Q1107_2 It is all right for an unmarried couple to live together even if they have no interest in 

i
-0,106 0,602 0,369

Q1107_8 A woman can have a child as a single parent even if she doesn't want to have a 
t bl l ti hi ith

0,081 0,581 0,396
Q1107_1 Marriage is an outdated institution -0,300 0,491 0,127
Q1107_4 It is all right for a couple with an unhappy marriage to get a divorce even if they have 

hild
0,070 0,140 0,777

Q1107_3 Marriage is a lifetime relationship and should never be ended 0,320 -0,020 -0,676

Rotated Factor Pattern

Eigenvalue Difference Proportion Cumulative
1 2,568 0,958 0,257 0,257
2 1,610 0,480 0,161 0,418
3 1,130 0,236 0,113 0,531

Eigenvalues of the Correlation Matrix: Total

= 10 Average = 1



ComponentsComponents / / FactorsFactors::

1: 1: BothBoth womenwomen and and menmen valuevalue childrenchildren
2: 2: TolerantTolerant societysociety
3: 3: MarriageMarriage isis not a not a lifetimelifetime commitmentcommitment

Czech society shows Czech society shows strong strong inclinationsinclinations
towardstowards pparenthoodarenthood.. Having a child is Having a child is 
the highest family value (first factor).the highest family value (first factor).

TTolerance olerance towardtoward cohabitation, homosexual partnershipcohabitation, homosexual partnership,, or single or single 
motherhood motherhood isis the the secondsecond dimensiondimension ((factorfactor)). . 

A marriage is not A marriage is not regardedregarded as as 
a a liflifetimeetime commitmentcommitment ((thirdthird factorfactor).).



1,0

1,5

2,0

2,5

3,0

18
-1

9

20
-2

4

25
-2

9

30
-3

4

35
-3

9

40
-4

4

45
-4

9

50
-5

4

55
-5

9

60
-6

4

65
-6

9

70
-7

4

75
-7

9

0,0

0,2

0,4

0,6

0,8

1,0

Males score
Females score
Males diagreement
Females diagreement

average score = 3 disagreement/agreement = 1

age

agreement

A woman has to have children in order to be fufilled

ThereThere isis almostalmost no no differencedifference betweenbetween
gendergender and and accordingaccording to to ageage profile in profile in 
wishwish consideringconsidering a a childchild as a as a lifelife valuevalue
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CzechCzech GGS 2005: GGS 2005: CorrespondenceCorrespondence analysisanalysis
betweenbetween peoplepeople’’ss characteristicscharacteristics and and childchild orientationorientation

Q1107_e (A woman has to have children in order to be fulfilled);
Q1107_f (A man has to have children in order to be fulfilled);
Q1107_g (A child needs a home with both a father and a mother to grow up happily)
w=woman m=man b=both ch=child 
sa=strongly agree a=agree ad=neither agree nor disagree d=disagree sd= strongly disagree
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Correspondence Correspondence anaanalysislysis showsshows::

WidowedWidowed, , olderolder, , marriedmarried, , religiousreligious, and , and 
lessless educatededucated peoplepeople valuevalue more more 
havinghaving childrenchildren and and completecomplete familyfamily..

DivorcedDivorced and single and single peoplepeople considerconsider
childrenchildren lessless importantimportant..



FamilyFamily policypolicy beforebefore 19901990
Support to start Support to start familyfamily:: advantageousadvantageous loansloans
for for newlynewly marriedmarried couplescouples

Support to Support to childchild--rearingrearing:: directdirect and and indirectindirect
financialfinancial compencompenssationation ofof expensesexpenses
withwith upbringingupbringing and and educationeducation ofof childrenchildren

Support to Support to reconcilereconcile workwork and and familyfamily::
fullfull--rangerange systemsystem ofof childchild--care care facilitiesfacilities
for for bothboth prepre--schoolschool and and schoolschool childrenchildren



FamilyFamily policypolicy afterafter 19901990
DiscontinuityDiscontinuity:: comprehensivecomprehensive systemsystem waswas
replacedreplaced by by reducedreduced systemsystem aimedaimed
atat lowlow--incomeincome familiesfamilies

UnstabilityUnstability:: frequentfrequent changeschanges in in familyfamily policiespolicies
as a as a resultresult ofof nonnon--uniformuniform approachapproach ofof politicalpolitical
partiesparties „„wheterwheter and and howhow to support to support familiesfamilies““

UncertaintyUncertainty:: deteriorationdeterioration ofof positionposition ofof womenwomen
withwith smallsmall childrenchildren on on labourlabour marketmarket
duedue to to inaccessibilityinaccessibility ofof childchild--care care facilitesfacilites
for for childrenchildren underunder ageage 33



FindingsFindings fromfrom surveyssurveys
Most people want to have two children, 
planned childless is still rare

There are obstacles for people to 
complete their reproductive plans

Most people are strongly in favour of state
support to families



Effect of preferred measures on fertility decision of
women aged 20-39 years (binary logistic regression)

Source: PPA2, Czech Republic 2001

  Women who 
intended to 
have a child 

Women who did not intend to 
have another child 

Variables Categories „It would 
enable me to 

have next child 
sooner“ 

„I would 
reconsider 

possibility of 
having another 

child“ 

„I would 
probably decide 
to have another 

child“ 

Age 20-24 1,00 14,6* 11,59* 
 25-29 4,14** 1,48 1,18 
 30-34 3,86 0,62 0,93 
 35-39 4,51 1,00 1,00 
Number of children 0 0,55 1,64 0,97 
 1 0,65 8,03** 3,34 
 2 0,41 5,62* 4,15 
 3 and more 1,00 1,00 1,00 
Education Low 1,00 1,00 1,00 
 Middle 0,36 0,88 0,68 
 High 0,84 1,29 1,07 

 



Policies can enhance fertility when they are stable, 
developed systematically in a long term perspective, and 
as a whole package to make choice available and flexible.

but

the Czech reform in 2008 fails in two key tasks of family policy

Widening a gap between childless people and 
families with children
Bad timing of family policy reform. It coincides with other reforms
(taxes, health care) that will have negative impact on families.
Family benefits will be reduced and will not perform their functions!

Choice is limited and not flexible
"Three speed" parental leave will be introduced. 
However state does not intend to support a development of childcare 
facilities/services primarily for children under 3 years. They ceased 
being accessible, affordable, and they are not flexible.



Conclusion as regards Conclusion as regards 
implementation of policiesimplementation of policies

Historical experiences

Social and economic context

Demographic rationality
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