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Key indicators

1)   Total fertility rate for 3 years before the survey

2) Current contraceptive use among married women

3) Current demand for contraception among married 
women

4) Percent of demand satisfied

5) Ideal family size married women aged 20-29
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Contraceptive prevalence by demand for 
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Percent satisfied by demand for contraception
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Contraceptive demand by desired family size
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Contraceptive use by education level
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Desired family size by education level
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As education level risesAs education level rises

1) Desired family size  and fertility decline

2) Demand for and se of contraception rise2) Demand for and use of contraception rise

ExplanationExplanation

1) Costs of childbearing rise

2) Benefits decline
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As education level rises

W t d f tilit < d i d f il i

As education level rises

Wanted fertility < desired family size

ExplanationExplanation

Obstacles to childbearing increase with education

• Economic (direct costs, opportunity costs)

• Social (life style preferences, gender roles, lack of 
suitable partner, partner preferences)suitable partner, partner preferences) 

• Biological (inability to conceive or complete 
pregnancy)
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% Demand satisfied and unmet need 
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As education level risesAs education level rises

1) Unmet need declines 

2) % satisfied rises2) % satisfied rises

Explanationp

1) More knowledgeable about contraception

2) More autonomous

3) Better access to FP services

4) Higher cost of unwanted childbearing4) Higher cost of unwanted childbearing
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As education level risesAs education level rises

1) Unwanted fertility rises initially

ExplanationExplanation

1) Very high desired family size among women1) Very high desired family size among women 
with no education

2) Leaves little time for unwanted childbearing 
even with little contraceptive use
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Contraceptive prevalence by demand by level of 
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Demand for contraception by desired family 
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Percent satisfied by demand for 
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Unmet need by demand for contraception by 
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Conclusions

1) Education levels are positively associated with

Conclusions 

1) Education levels are positively associated with 
demand and use of contraception and negatively 
with fertility and desired family sizewith fertility and desired family size. 

2) More educated women marry later and less, use ) y
contraception more effectively, have more 
knowledge about and access to contraception, haveknowledge about and access to contraception, have 
greater autonomy in reproductive decision making 
and are more motivated to implement demandand are more motivated to implement demand 
because the opportunity costs of unintended 
childbearing are higherchildbearing are higher.


