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WhatWhat areare governmentsgovernments forfor??

To To maintainmaintain territorial territorial integrityintegrity and and 
national national sovereigntysovereignty of of thethe statestate
To To improveimprove qualityquality of life and of life and wellbeingwellbeing of of 
thethe populationpopulation

NB. All NB. All primaryprimary goalsgoals derivedderived fromfrom thesethese
Population Population policiespolicies areare secondarysecondary in in 
nature, nature, havehave to to serveserve higherhigher objectivesobjectives



WhichWhich typestypes of of populationpopulation
policiespolicies existexist??

ThoseThose thatthat aimaim to to exertexert a a directdirect influenceinfluence
on on fertilityfertility, , mortalitymortality oror migrationmigration
ThoseThose thatthat havehave no no demographicdemographic intentintent
butbut areare designeddesigned cognizantcognizant of of theirtheir likelylikely
demographicdemographic effecteffect
ThoseThose designeddesigned withoutwithout demographicdemographic
intentintent, , butbut withwith nonnon--negligiblenegligible
demographicdemographic effecteffect



WhyWhy isis prudenceprudence appropriateappropriate??

Basic Basic policypolicy goalsgoals notnot endangeredendangered
StructuralStructural reformsreforms havehave prioritypriority
OutcomeOutcome of of policiespolicies in in doubtdoubt
LamentableLamentable examplesexamples of of thethe pastpast
SocialSocial changechange boundbound to to continuecontinue
FertilityFertility beyondbeyond governmentalgovernmental controlcontrol



MaintenanceMaintenance of of integrityintegrity and and 
sovereigntysovereignty

RequiresRequires powerpower, , butbut thatthat shouldshould notnot bebe
equatedequated withwith pop. pop. sizesize oror militarymilitary numbersnumbers

Pp=(C+E+M)x(S+WPp=(C+E+M)x(S+W))
C= C= criticalcritical massmass
E= E= economiceconomic forceforce
M= M= militarymilitary capapilitycapapility
S= S= strategicstrategic purposepurpose
W= will to W= will to pursuepursue a national a national strategystrategy



ImprovingImproving qualityquality of lifeof life

ThreeThree typestypes of of needsneeds to to bebe fulfilledfulfilled::
-- PrimaryPrimary needsneeds ((physiologicalphysiological, , foodfood, , housinghousing etc)etc)
-- SecondarySecondary needsneeds ((socialsocial: : securitysecurity, , dignitydignity etc.)etc.)
-- TertiaryTertiary needsneeds ((culturalcultural: : participationparticipation, , selfself--

fulfillment,harmonyfulfillment,harmony etc.)etc.)

-- MuchMuch moremore difficultdifficult, , answeranswer economiceconomic
growthgrowth



NeedNeed forfor structuralstructural reformsreforms

LargelyLargely resultresult of of globalizationglobalization
ExposedExposed structuralstructural weeknessesweeknesses ((rigidityrigidity
labourlabour marketmarket, high , high unemploymentunemployment, , gapgap
betweenbetween grossgross and nett and nett hourlyhourly wage, wage, falsefalse
incentivesincentives etc.)etc.)
Integration of Integration of minoritiesminorities

CostlyCostly affairaffair forfor governmentsgovernments, , employersemployers
maymay eveneven cutcut parentalparental benefitsbenefits



OutcomeOutcome of of propro--natalnatal policiespolicies in in 
doubtdoubt

WhoWho cancan definedefine a a policypolicy thatthat isis guaranteedguaranteed to to 
workwork and to and to bebe costcost effectiveeffective??
PPA PPA studiesstudies suggestsuggest usualusual measuresmeasures wouldwould makemake
thingsthings easiereasier butbut notnot increaseincrease numbersnumbers
Research Research suggestssuggests onlyonly effectseffects ifif policiespolicies broadlybroadly
designeddesigned, , maintainedmaintained overover a a longlong time and time and withwith
littlelittle concernconcern forfor costscosts

WhenWhen in in doubtdoubt, , abstainabstain??



LamentableLamentable examplesexamples of of thethe
pastpast

Are Are explicitexplicit propro--natalnatal policiespolicies compatiblecompatible withwith
principlesprinciples of of democraticdemocratic societiessocieties??
CanCan onlyonly authoritarianauthoritarian regimesregimes bebe successfulsuccessful in in 
raisingraising fertilityfertility? (Germany, ? (Germany, ItalyItaly, Eastern , Eastern 
Europe)Europe)
AnyAny exceptionsexceptions? ? IsIs strongstrong centralcentral governmentgovernment
and national and national consensusconsensus a a prepre--requisiterequisite forfor
successsuccess??



SocialSocial changechange boundbound to to continuecontinue

Full Full masterymastery of of fertilityfertility immense immense achievementachievement,,
Regime Regime changechange itit triggeredtriggered has has notnot yetyet come to come to 
an end; an end; migrationmigration and and mortalitymortality also also involvedinvolved
New New cohortscohorts boundbound to to seesee newnew optionsoptions
Do Do wewe suffersuffer fromfrom lack of lack of imaginationimagination??
PerceptionsPerceptions of of benefitsbenefits and and costscosts notnot stablestable



BeyondBeyond governmentalgovernmental controlcontrol

New New stagestage in in societysociety characterizedcharacterized byby distrustdistrust of of 
metameta--narrativesnarratives
People People warywary of of motivesmotives and and promisespromises ((seesee EU EU 
draftdraft constitutionconstitution treatytreaty))
Analysis and Analysis and InstructionInstruction havehave to to makemake way way forfor
DiversityDiversity and and SelectionSelection
ReachingReaching consensusconsensus on on valuesvalues extremelyextremely difficultdifficult



AnyAny way way forwardforward??

AlleviateAlleviate impactimpact as as muchmuch as as possiblepossible
((migrationmigration, , labourlabour force force participationparticipation, , 
retirementretirement age etc.)age etc.)
RaiseRaise awarenessawareness ((specialspecial responsibilityresponsibility of of 
researchersresearchers))
InvestigateInvestigate possiblepossible coursescourses of of actionaction via via 
indirectindirect approachapproach



CriteriaCriteria

-- measuresmeasures shouldshould bebe valuablevaluable byby themselvesthemselves
-- notnot discriminatorydiscriminatory; ; respectrespect ConstitutionConstitution
-- respectrespect international international agreementsagreements
-- seenseen to to bebe of of benefitbenefit to to societysociety as a as a wholewhole
-- wouldwould bebe contibutecontibute to to completioncompletion of of regimeregime
changechange
-- wouldwould bebe sustainablesustainable in in foreseeableforeseeable futurefuture
-- wouldwould receivereceive broadbroad politicalpolitical supportsupport



IsIs strongstrong investmentinvestment in in 
childrenchildren beingbeing bornborn centralcentral to to 

thethe answeranswer??

ItIt has has longlong beenbeen suggestedsuggested thatthat
whenwhen parentsparents find find childrenchildren tootoo

demandingdemanding governmentsgovernments shouldshould
helphelp rearingrearing themthem


