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Although the inter-discipline of ethnohistory emerged in the 1950s to inject a Native American
point of view into the work of the U.S. Indian Claims Commission, it has evolved into expanding
the historian’s concept of history to incorporate Indigenous Knowledge as transmitted by oral
tradition. The work of anthropologists with contemporary keepers of such knowledge
traditions adds a dimension of interpretation to archival histories that invites a long overdue
reassessment of how we can understand the past from multiple standpoints and deploy it as a
guide to coexistence in multicultural and transnational contexts.

Regna Darnell (Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania, 1969) ist eine der einflussreichsten
Historikerinnen der amerikanischen Ethnologie und hat Uberdies wichtige Feldforschungen
bei den Plains Cree und Ojibwa in Ontario durchgefiihrt. Sie ist Tragerin zahlreicher
Auszeichnungen, darunter von der American Philosophical Society und der American
Anthropological Association.
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